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CHILD PROTECTION & SAFEGUARDING POLICY
COVID-19: APPENDIX

1. Keeping Children Safe during the COVID-19 emergency

The St Marylebone CE School (“the School”) remains committed to safeguarding children throughout

the period of school closure as a result of the COVID-19 emergency.  The School has been guided by

DfE advice in all its actions in response to the emergency. With particular reference to safeguarding,

the School is guided by the DfE advice: Coronavirus (COVID-19): safeguarding in schools, colleges and

other providers (March / April 2020) The full guidance can be accessed here.

2. Safeguarding best practice

● All usual safeguarding practice and protocol applies during the school closure

● The best interests of children and their safety continue to come first

● Any safeguarding concern about any child should be acted upon immediately

● The School’s Safeguarding Team remain the people to contact:

○ Designated Safeguarding Lead, Sarah Swan s.swan@stmaryleboneschool.com /

07954 075351

○ Deputy Safeguarding Lead, Ella Sainsbury e.sainsbury@stmaryleboneschool.com /

07904 161159

○ Gillian Active g.active@stmaryleboneschool.com

○ Felicity Read f.read@stmaryleboneschool.com

○ Safeguarding team email: safeguarding@stmaryleboneschool.com

3. Vulnerable children

The School has identified the students that are categorised as “vulnerable”:

- Students with Education Health Care Plans (EHCP)

- Students who are known to Social Services and are classed as a Child In Need (CIN) or have a

Child Protection (CP) plan
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- Students who have been referred to Early Help (EH) and should be accessing support

provided through Children’s Services.  This group was not explicitly identified by DfE as

“vulnerable”, but the School feels that they also ought to be on our radar

The School has shared its list of vulnerable students with the Westminster Local Authority as

requested.

All action and information relevant to each student in this regard is recorded in the Pupil

Achievement (PA) School Closure Plan, which is shared only with relevant members of the Pastoral

and Safeguarding teams.  This is a protected document which cannot be downloaded and can only be

accessed via the School’s G-suite.  This plan includes relevant information about identified students

in each year group in each category, including the contact details of external agencies or services also

supporting the family.  The following procedures are in place to ensure the continued safeguarding of

these students.

● All identified students and their families receive a weekly check-in call by a member of the

team

● These calls are used to ensure that the child is safe and healthy, to gauge whether there are

any concerns or support needed and to reinforce the importance of children being safe

online

● Notes from these calls are made and logged in the appropriate tab on the Pupil Achievement

(PA) School Closure plan

● Any concerns are reported immediately to the safeguarding team and / or other

professionals involved

● The record is checked weekly by the Designated Safeguarding Lead, Deputy Safeguarding

Lead and Head of Upper School

4. Children and online safety away from school

During the school closure, the School is doing what it reasonably can to keep students safe. It is

important that all staff who interact with children, including online, continue to look out for signs a

child may be at risk.  Any such concerns should be dealt with as per the Child Protection and

Safeguarding Policy and where appropriate referrals should still be made to children’s social care and

as required the police.  All the usual procedures and principles apply.

Principles guiding the School’s efforts to sustain learning via the internet are the same principles as

set out in the School’s Staff Code of Conduct. This includes acceptable use of technologies,

staff/student relationships and communication including the use of social media.

● Online learning will, in the main, be done through Google Classroom. Any other online

learning portals or sites must first be approved by a member of the SLT

● All staff communication with students should be done via Google Classroom or via their

school email address
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● Any student communication outside of the above must be reported to the DSL Sarah Swan or

Safeguarding team: safeguarding@stmaryleboneschool.com

● Staff must comply with the school’s GDPR policy and ensure they consider good data

protection practice when working online and remotely. This should include not sharing

personal data online

● Staff need to ensure that all students are aware of how they can notify or report any

concerns they have online

● These reporting routes are signposted on the school website and listed here:

Childline - for support

UK Safer Internet Centre - to report and remove harmful online content

CEOP - for advice on making a report about online abuse

● Support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online includes:

Internet matters - for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe

online

London Grid for Learning - for support for parents and carers to keep their children

safe online

Net-aware - for support for parents and carers from the NSPCC

Parent info - for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online

Thinkuknow - for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online

UK Safer Internet Centre - advice for parents and carers

5. Supporting Mental Health

Negative experiences and distressing life events, such as the current circumstances, can affect the

mental health of students and their parents. Teachers should be aware of this in setting expectations

of students’ work where they are at home. The Pupil Achievement team are liaising closely with

Heads of Learning to ensure that we are getting the balance right between providing the students

with meaningful learning tasks and not causing additional stress. We have a system in place for

monitoring the work being completed by students and how we communicate with parents / carers

about this.

We recommend establishing a routine, with designated learning time, breaks for exercise (once a day
outside as per the latest government guidance), play and eating. Each family will have its own
different circumstances and the routine will depend on these.  The School knows that learning at
home is not the same as home-schooling, just as we do not expect learning at home to be the same
as learning in lessons.

Guidance and ideas for students and adults are available on the School website and via the Bulletin.

In addition, we are doing the following:

● The TrailBlazer therapists are continuing their work with identified students
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● Weekly phone check-ins with identified vulnerable students to gauge mental health and
well-being; this is done by the appropriate member of the pastoral team allocated to that
student

● Guidance on the website and in the Bulletin to mental health resources, including support

from staff in the Pastoral and Safeguarding teams

● Our Chaplain, Fr Jack, continues to lead the Worship programme, including making time and

space for prayer, reflection and seeking support and connection with others

● On re-opening, the School will take additional measures to identify and support students

who are significantly more at risk than others as a result of COVID-19, including whether it is

safe for them to attend school
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