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W

elcome to St Marylebone Messenger
Summer 2018.
Each time I read the articles produced by
our students for this magazine, I am reminded of the
power of students’ voices and views. What hope this
gives us for our futures! You’ll notice in these pages
how our students engage readily with opportunities to
lead, to make an active contribution to society and to
learn from those who have inspired them, such as
artists, leading female role models and,
encouragingly, their teachers.
Here you will read about how students have
experienced international diplomacy at the Model UN
in New York (page 7), won World Class Schools status
(page 3), contributed to our Worship programme
(page 4), run for a place in the new Student
Leadership Team (page 5), celebrated women in
leadership on International Women’s Day (page 6),
produced BBC news (page 6), spoken up for artists
(page 9), given language to the body (page 8) and
run the paths of the first Olympians (page 14)… as
well as many other adventures of the mind,
classroom, world.
As any good student of English knows, the act of
reading is a form of conversation with oneself – and
arguably the act of writing is a way to define and give
verbal shape to one’s views and experiences.
It’s clear that the act of writing these pieces has given
these students (writers, politicians, artists, designers,
linguists, classicists, engineers, mathematicians…)
greater definition and meaning to their experiences.
It’s evident in their reflective tone, joyful exclamations
and expressions of thanks to those who made the
experience possible. It is this sort of creative act we
urge all our students to take up.
This year we celebrate our 20th birthday as an Arts
Specialist School: our emerald anniversary. See page
12 for how the Spring Concert marked this.
St Marylebone continues to fly the flag for the value
of the arts in all young people’s education because

we see daily how this enriches their hearts and
minds – in the Science laboratory as much as in the
Art room.
Messenger itself celebrates students’ creativity,
and this is why we continue to publish it in a highquality, professional format. So, if you, or someone
you know, would like to sponsor Messenger in future
editions, and so contribute directly to our ongoing
creative endeavours, we would really appreciate it,
so do drop me a line at school.
I hope you enjoy this summer’s edition. My thanks
go in particular to new Student Editor Flora, Design
Editor Caitlin (both Year 12), Deputy Editor Simran
(Year 10) and Consultant Editor Ms Owen, for
making Messenger marvellous once again.

Kathryn Pugh, Headteacher
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OUR SCHOOL

WORLD CLASS SCHOOLS

S

t Marylebone School was selected to participate in the World Class
Schools scheme, with the goal of trying to gain the prestigious World
Class Schools certification. Over the course of a few months a
small group of students, with help from a few teachers, filmed, edited and
produced a short film about St Marylebone for the award.
We also had to produce a comprehensive review of the school, trying to
collate evidence that demonstrated how it fulfilled criteria, such as producing
globally aware students. Recently, we attended an awards ceremony at
Churchill College, Cambridge University to celebrate being awarded the World
Class Schools title.
This project really shone a light on how St Marylebone helps bring out the
best in every student and allows them to develop and grow at their own pace,
doing the things they truly love.
Whether you love Art, or Maths or have a passion for English, St Marylebone puts its heart and soul into making sure you excel. However, more importantly, it recognises that excelling is not the same thing for everyone.
During this process we got the chance to look through schemes of work
and documentation showing progress of students, among other things, which
made us realise how much effort and care our teachers put into
tailoring our learning so it suits each individual’s needs and pushes them to
realise their full potential.
This makes our school special: teachers encourage you to step out of your comfort zone and take part in things
you wouldn’t otherwise. St Marylebone doesn’t limit you based on whether you are naturally talented at something: it treats everyone equally and gives everyone the same opportunity.
There was one question we asked everyone we interviewed: what does St Marylebone mean to you?
We got such a varied response that it made us realise how different the St Marylebone experience is to everyone and how much the school supports us in our academic growth, but also in our personal development.
Overall, the experience made us appreciate our amazing school, its vibrant community and showed us that, at
its heart, Marylebone truly is a place of great celebration.
Simran L, Year 10

VOICE OF THE NEW GENERATION
WHEN I STARTED at Marylebone in September last year I was
really so nervous, although now I can’t understand why.
During this year there have been many events offered to Year 7
such as World Book Day, the Christmas party and many other
activities, which I feel have really helped me connect with other
girls in my year.
The opportunities at St Marylebone are also absolutely incredible. The number of clubs, events, experiences and so on are endless and can be for everyone. It is also so great that they are offered from day one as they really boost your confidence. Meeting
other students from other years, as well as meeting new teachers, is so helpful and creates a lovely atmosphere to learn and
grow in.
Another thing that truly helped me settle into the new environment of secondary school was the amount of support and care
given to students by teachers. I was constantly reminded that if
anything was bothering me any of the members of staff were
there to help.
I think my introduction to secondary school at St Marylebone
has been really successful and all that I have mentioned counts
towards the uniqueness of the school as a whole.
Tilly H-B, Year 7

Alba C, Year 12
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RELIGION

THANK YOU, FATHER ED

A

s we move towards summer, I find myself
preparing to leave St Marylebone. From 1st
August, I shall be serving as Middle School and
Upper School Chaplain to All Saints' Episcopal School
in Fort Worth, Texas.
My wife Devon (who is American) and I have been
contemplating a move to the US for some time. Over
the past year, as we have found ourselves wondering
where God might be calling us next, after exploring
various opportunities, Fort Worth has presented itself
as the place where we feel this move will be.
I will be the school chaplain to staff, and to students

To say that I will be sad to
leave St Marylebone is a
ridiculous understatement

of me doesn’t want to go, I believe God is calling us to
a change.
To say that I will be sad to leave St Marylebone
would be a ridiculous understatement. It has been a
privilege to serve here for five years. As short a time as
that is, I have seen so many of you grow into confident,
talented, smart, strong and spiritually mature young
women (and men in Blandford!)
To witness developments in worship at both sites,
and be part of a vibrant community of ambitious and
soulful people — staff and students — has been an
honour, and I have learned more than I ever could say.
As I remarked to someone the other day, I originally
came here to learn how to be a chaplain, and you’ve
all helped me to become a disciple.
Thank you, and I pray God will bless all of you in your
incredible futures. Father Ed

in grades 7-12, providing pastoral care and
counselling, teaching in the RS department, and
leading the worship programme for those age groups.
There are Eucharists every week and prayer services
every day, and I am going to be involved in all sorts of
worship, charity and outreach projects, as well as
developing new teaching resources.
I’m excited about the opportunities a new school will
bring, meeting new people and immersing myself in a
very new culture. However, I am also very daunted.
Even though I will have my wife and two cats to help
me, it will be a big change and there will be many new
things to learn. But I’m very excited, and although part

LIFE AS A CHAPELETTE
BEING IN THE Chapel Team has been a great experience. I started in Year 7 and I will carry on until I leave
school. A chapel is like a church building which serves an institution. In our chapel programme, we have the
Chapel Team and the Sacristans. The Sacristans help to organise the team and assist the Chaplain and Head
Teacher in planning worship in the school, whereas the Chapel Team takes part in the services.
My role as a ‘Chapelette’ is helping in the services. Our jobs include being an acolyte, crucifer, thurifer, boat
girl, sub-deacon and gospel reader; serving at the altar; leading prayers and ushering. When you have been a
Chapelette for two years, you can become a Sacristan, which I am working towards.
The Chapel Team started two years ago, when one of
the Confirmation Classes wanted to continue developing
their faith in school after being confirmed. It grew and
grew, with more people wanting to get involved.
This club has helped me become more confident in
speaking in front of people, learning about my faith,
developing my caring skills and interacting with people.
I really enjoy Chapel Team because it is a friendly environment and you don’t have to be a Christian to join. You
also sometimes get food!
I would describe Chapel Team as one big family and we
could not have done it without Father Ed.
Louise M-M, Year 7
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LEADERSHIP

THERE’S NO ‘I’ IN TEAM

Posters covered both Blandford Street and Main Site

H

ustings this year was a spectacle for all. The candidates worked incredibly hard on their applications and
campaigns, creating posters and speeches that caught the attention of the entire school. As the current
Student Leadership Team, we were very impressed with the effort each and every Year 12 candidate put
into their campaign. We are looking forward to interviewing the candidates and, soon, helping decide the Student
Leadership Team for 2018/19. Below are extracts from the hustings. Caitlin M, Head Girl 2017-18
‘I’d like to be like so many students I have looked up to throughout the years. For me it would be a delight to
represent the school in the diverse spirit it ignites. To focus on our environment and student wellbeing are my
priorities.’ Sidney T
‘School life is unique, and remains different for everyone. For those of us with difficult home lives, it may be our
sanctuary: the place where our closest friends are made. I wish to implement a more approachable method for
students to reach out for advice, through an email-based “agony aunt” system, as well as seminars on how to
tackle real-life issues.’ Etta S
‘I will campaign for better toilets for the boys, a new filtered system of emails and water fountains on the third
floor and in C Block.’ Isabelle K
‘I would like to introduce sessions where A-level and GCSE students can interact in a relaxed environment to
get an idea about what A-level courses are really like and find out about some useful enrichment activities to get
a head start.’ Nia M
‘I think it would be nice to have a football league within the school, with each team having at least one person
from each year group so that there’s
better interaction between the year
groups.’ Daisy F
‘I am keen to introduce a
“Chocolate Biscuit Club” in which
everyone is welcome to come and
enjoy sweet treats and discuss any
problems which they are facing.’
Alisha C
‘Being a Marylebone student has
taught me to be a strong leader and
team player, a good speaker and a
great listener. I’d like to increase
communication between the senior
teachers and the student body.
I’d also like to start a whole-school
cooking club run by students, for
students’.
Suzanna P
Lili P, Year 12
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OUR SCHOOL

CELEBRATING WOMEN

I

nternational Women’s Day is inevitably a big deal at a girls’ school. And it was pretty glorious. St Marylebone is a school where women reign supreme, epitomised by our iconic Head Girls. This is exciting in
itself, given how relatively few women get the opportunity to be in a high position in the workplace, for the
moment, at least.
The celebration kicked off on Monday with a fanzine-making workshop with speakers Harriet Reuter
Hapgood and Eleanor Wood, offering insight into the FemZine world. Students were encouraged to submit
poems, art and general enthusiasm to make some
punk-style zines on the women who have changed
their lives.
On Tuesday, Sixth Form FemSoc was on as per
usual with a hearty discussion on Thatcher’s
legacy. The question boiled down to: was Thatcher
a feminist by her position of power, or a misogynist
by her actions?
Wednesday was a slightly more crowd-pleasing
day: a screening of Wonder Woman after school.
At lunch, Sixth Form and Lower School FemSocs
joined forces for a debate on whether International
Women’s Day is truly inclusive. Has it become a
commercialised day that celebrates the idea
of gender being binary, without effecting political
change?
By the day itself, we were reaching our peak. Between every period, feminist anthems (including Beyonce
and Alicia Keys) were blasted throughout mainsite. The school was in a flurry of feminism, with many wearing purple to commemorate the day, and the more dedicated among us dressing up! Evidently, 2018’s
International Women’s Day was a series of dynamic, engaging and joyful events. Rachel G, Year 12

YOUNG REPORTERS FOR THE BBC
HOW DOES laughter affect your mood? This question seems easy to understand but there are many factors
that contribute to why laughter is so important in communication, and how our mood is affected by it. Laughter plays a vital role in relationships with strangers, friends or family and can change the way we think about
others. Laughter is a two-way street: not only does it benefit the person receiving it, but also the person initiating it. Data collected from a questionnaire for our BBC School Report at St Marylebone shows that the majority of students and staff think that laughter does affect their mood.
Leading neurologist and stand-up comedian, Sophie
Scott, told us she found that it changes the way you and
others around you think. ‘It feels so rewarding when they
laugh,’ Scott says, as she commented on the thought of
the audience reacting positively as a pleasant surprise.
Scott explained that clapping and laughing at a funny
joke makes people feel happier.
Overall, Scott suggests that laughter is one of the best
ways to change someone's mood, and it can be upsetting
when someone doesn’t laugh.
Scott is not the only one who’s suggested this. David
Baddiel, a British comedian and author best known for
his hilarious stand-up comedy acts, says that when people laugh, ‘it’s very gratifying, and exciting. It also makes
you feel validated in some way.’
Laughter is clearly a way of showing interest towards a person, often leading to you lifting their mood. One
scientifically proven way of using laughter to improve your mood is laughter yoga. These classes originate
from India and are held outdoors and in the morning. The class consists of the participants making eye
contact, telling jokes and just enjoying themselves. This is an example of people using mindfulness and
humour as a medicine. Even through difficult times, laughing seems to be a natural remedy to combat everyday struggles, and brighten everyone’s day.
Keya G, Anna M, Aysha R and Daisy S, Year 8, for BBC School Report
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POLITICS

BIG APPLE, BIG ISSUES

A

fter a seven hour flight and lots of waffles, 11
Sixth Form students, along with Miss McColl and
Miss Congdon, were ready for a whistle-stop tour
of The Big Apple before participating in FWWMUN:
‘Future We Want: Model United Nations’.
Thursday started by walking over Brooklyn Bridge to
the Brooklyn museum where we saw two exhibitions:
One Basquiat (it was literally one Basquiat) and Ahmed
Mater: Mecca Journeys. We headed back towards Midtown via Times Square, followed by dinner and bowling

in Manhattan and a trip to ‘The Top of the Rock’, with
stunning night-time views of the city. After some much
needed sleep, Friday saw a huge, delicious breakfast at
‘The Comfort Diner’, after which we wandered around a
snowy Central Park before visiting the 9/11 memorial.
Lots of delicious food was consumed on the trip but
our Friday lunch at Chelsea Market definitely snatched
first place, before an equally delightful walk across the
Highline towards the conference’s opening ceremony.
Having explored the city, it was finally time to visit the
UN headquarters and begin our Model UN experience.

We were in the home of an
organisation that tackles
some of the most
momentous issues that
threaten global peace
We were assigned topics from nuclear non-proliferation
to the rights of indigenous people, all of which we
would have to debate about from a USA’s ideological
standpoint. This meant we had to be prepared to
defend some controversial ideas held by the US government (such as global warming is fake news).
Entering into the UN building was a surreal and unforgettable experience, especially knowing that we were in

the home of an organisation that works
as a forum to tackle
some of the most
momentous issues
that persistently
threaten global
peace.
We debated our
issues within our
committees, which
required quick thinking to strongly represent our nation’s
views. The standard
of debate was amazingly high and we all
exceeded any expectations we held of our abilities. We then wrote resolutions in groups that were to be voted on.
Overall, the experience of simulating the UN’s work in
their actual HQ was a unique opportunity and we are
indescribably thankful to Miss McColl that we were able
to experience it. Suzanna P and Amaarah H, Year 12
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SPECIALISMS: DANCE

THE LANGUAGE OF THE BODY

I

participated in the
dance show, performing in a number of different styles,
such as a jazz dance
choreographed by
Jasmine M, a contemporary dance and two
dances which were
choreographed in my
dance class as part of
our A-Level.
It was really fun
to work with such
diverse styles of both
dance and music and
as the theme of the
dance show was
music, it was interesting to see how the two
art forms correlated.
In a jazz dance, for
example, the rhythm
and dynamics of the dance are largely influenced by the upbeat tempo of the music. Jazz comes from 1920s
America, a time of sexual liberation for women as flappers began to emerge; it is such a wonderful style because
it tells a story through the movement and performance, using emotion and facial expression. This isn't always the
case in other dance styles.
Millie C and I also choreographed a dance in the Key Stage 3 Dance Academy which was set to the music
'Soldiers' from the TV series Stranger Things. As the title suggests, we aspired to include strange movements
using different body parts as a way to correlate the dance with the music. A good example of this is changing
almost all pointed footwork to flexed feet and inverted knees in order to create a distorted body image. Using
these abnormal body movements, together with the lighting, helped to create a dystopian atmosphere. Motif
development was key in this dance as we started off
creating a few key phrases which we later cut up, recycled
and repeated in different ways using different devices.
This was a liberating experience as a choreographer as
having free reign really allowed us to explore all possible
ideas and having a strong link between movement and
music made it easy for us to create the desired effect.
Ellie D, Year 12

Circe R, Year 12
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Alfie B-S, Year 12

SPECIALISMS: ART

SPEAKING OUT ABOUT ART

T

he ARTiculation Prize has been designed to give
young people a forum in which they are able to
express their ideas on art. It is an exciting opportunity to engage in some independent research and to
develop public speaking skills.
The Finals take place at Clare College, Cambridge,
where adjudicators have included Antony Gormley,
Hannah Rothschild, Jon Snow and Edmund de Waal.
Dahlia G represented us at the Courtauld Institute in
the London Quarter-Finals in January. Later on, four
students took part in the History of Art Conference at
Clare College.

FRAGONARD’S ’THE SWING’ is one of the most incandescent treasures in the Wallace Collection, London.
Through allegory, philosophy, anthropology and sociology, we can see the hidden symbolism depicted in this
spontaneous, composed scene.
As well as the colours contrasting, they are harmonious, which reiterates the conflicting matters of a love
affair and the ability to have freedoms in a society
where marriage was not chosen but imposed by
others. The light around the woman is also accentuated by the fact that all of the diagonals in the composition follow the direction of the ropes and branches,
and converge to put her face at the centre of the
painting, resting in the constructed triangle of the diagonal lines. Triangles are symbols of stability and
strength but, in this case, could be a symbol of the
love triangle which is depicted.
This painting was unorthodox in the 18t Century, as
such frivolous scenes would be rare and a larger focus
would be put on hunting and war scenes portraying
men as mighty and courtly.
Finally, the man on the left of the composition
seems to remind us of Adam in ‘The Creation of Adam’
by Michelangelo in the Sistine Chapel, which gives us
the illusion that Fragonard maybe wanted to remind
us of the creation of humans. Scarlet P-R, Year 12

CHILDHOOD IS A time of easy enchantment. Children live
in the present moment, which isn’t contaminated by
alien thoughts, plans or considerations. We all remember
the fascination of dead leaves burying the pavements
and softening our steps, or the dance of crimsons and
oxides that almost magically turn like spinning tops at
the beginning of autumn. Is this innocent ability to be
fascinated by natural objects the force fuelling Andy
Goldsworthy’s art?
In accordance with Buddhist philosophy, his work
invites us to abandon our individuality in order to
become part of the object that we are observing. Focusing our attention on colours, details and geometrical
lines, Goldsworthy wants us to communicate with nature.
Goldsworthy seems to be able to transform nature with

Goldsworthy’s work invites us
to abandon our individuality in
order to become part of the
object that we are observing

his craftsmanship, giving it otherworldly features. In the
documentary Rivers and Tides, we see Goldsworthy
MY INTEREST IN Giacometti was sparked after paying working in the early hours of the morning, trying to cona visit to his exhibition at the Tate Modern. I left with nect sections of icicles in the attempt of creating a slithquestions flowing through my head. Why did he occa- ering translucent sculpture that comes to life, glowing
sionally choose to work on such a small scale? Why
with the dawn sun beams. Goldsworthy’s range of media
did he choose such a rough texture? What inspired
is cleverly designed with strategic methods that keep
such gaunt-looking sculptures? Apparently, he felt
elements together in a refined but fragile structures. His
that only when portrayed this way did sculptures
leaves are often connected with tiny twigs; icicles with
seem true to his vision of humanity.
saliva and sticks are lodged in complex structures.
The majority of these iconic sculptures were
In their diversity, Goldsworthy’s methods bring me back
produced after the Second World War and the impact to childhood, in which the world around us seems to be
of this awful event is expressed through them. These filled with wonder and potential. A world where sand can
were artworks people could relate to, reflecting the
become a beautiful castle, where stones are valuable
trauma faced by humanity. They are simple, stripped and leaves are intricate paintings. A world that doesn’t
back, featuring nothing except a human: who, after
cease to fascinate in its natural complexity. A world that
all, is the main contributor to, as well as victim of,
Instagram feeds can’t aspire to.
war. Lili P, Year 12
Dahlia G, Year 12
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SPECIALISMS: ART

Scarlett C, Year 12

Lili P, Year 12
Onosiokhue Y, Year 13

Alba C, Year 12

Minna A, Year 13

Scarlett C, Year 12

10

SPECIALISMS: DRAMA

SHAKE IT UP, SHAKESPEARE!

T

his year’s whole-school play, a production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, retitled A Midwinter Night’s
Dream to fit when it was performed, was a modern take on the Shakespearean classic, proving that his
playwriting truly transcends its time and social context. I was cast as Hermia, a character often misinterpreted as a foolish, weak and obnoxious young woman. However, throughout the rehearsal process, I got the
opportunity to explore how assertive, witty and independent she truly is, behaving as a strong female character
who will not let the patriarchy rule her life. Playing
Hermia was also very physical, and taught me a lot
about stage fighting and physical theatre. Overall
the experience was incredible, and working with
the lower school really made me feel part of the
community. Tallulah M, Year 12
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SPECIALISMS: MUSIC

PLAY THE SCORE!

T

his year’s Spring Concert was special. In
celebrating 20 years since St Marylebone
became a specialist arts school, ‘Play the
Score!’ had to pull all the stops out. Months of
practice and an intense two days of rehearsals all
came together for one night of the best numbers
from previous music concerts at Marylebone.
From Purcell’s ‘Dido and Aeneas’ to rock; from
Vivaldi’s ‘Gloria’ to jazz; there was something for
everyone.
Sadly I am old enough to admit that I felt nostalgic when the current year 7s sang the same song
I did five years ago: Miss Yarrow’s classic ‘Ooh
Zacharia’. Similar feelings were felt as
Symphony Orchestra rose to the challenge of playing Leonard Bernstein’s ‘West Side Story’, which
was our farewell production to our former headteacher, Mrs Phillips, back in 2013.
The finale, ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’, by Queen,
was of course the best performance. First played
by St Marylebone students on a music trip to
Barcelona, the number made its church debut.
We all know how the song goes: intro, ballad,
strange opera bit, some hard rock and a calm
ending. A perfect song to incorporate all performers and leave the audience ecstatic. Miss Pugh
was left speechless; on the following morning she
mentioned the slight discomfort she still had in
her face caused by all her smiling at the concert.
As always St Marylebone succeeded in including
all levels of musicians and maintaining highquality performances. An end of an era for current
year 13s and an exciting taste of the future for
year 7s. Tamla T, Year 12

Love: A Sweet Husband Means a Sweet Life
or Death

My luxurious hair sways,
Sometimes even waves.
Fresh green look;
Definitely need a hook.
My heart is full of hope.
My crumpled skin will cope.
I get darker and darker;
My heart will never expires.
Love is first,
Trust is second,
Death is last,
And love is first.
I love you!
Yarah A, Year 8
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Alba C, Year 12

JAZZING IT UP
FOR THE FIRST time the
Sixth Form Committee set
up an event called the
‘Winter Showcase’, exhibiting Sixth Form talent.
The stage was alight with
atmospheric fairy lights outlining the instruments and
microphones. Performances
ranged between vocal solos, ensembles, piano and
dance solos, in genres from
pop and jazz to classical.
In Year 12, dancer
Jasmine M performed a
contemporary solo piece,
which was captivating, due
to the variety of fluid and
jagged movements, full of
emotion. There was an
incredible performance of
Amy Winehouse’s ‘Mr
Magic’ from Lula M, Otto F,
Alfie B-S and Laurie M,
which filled the room with
energy and a beguiling jazz

ambience. There was a musical theatre performance
of ‘Still Hurting’ from The
Last Five Years’, by Lizzy
Esin-Kelly, full of heartrending intensity, immersing the
audience into the character’s world.
I performed in a trio with
Ava Z and Freya F, a jazzy/
pop mash-up of renowned
grime music. We were nervous, but it was incredible
fun; this is mainly due to
the encouraging, enthusiastic audience of friends and
family, evoking a joyous,
exciting atmosphere.
Such events make our
school a special place, as it
empowers the creative side
of students, which some
schools sometimes ignore.
I am proud to call myself a
St Marylebone student.
Martha A-B, Year 12

SPECIALISMS: ART

Alfie B-S, Year 12

Circe R, Year 12

Natasha T, Year 13

Lili P, Year 12
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CLASSICAL CIVILISATION

A MODERN-DAY ODYSSEY

A

three-hour flight from Heathrow
took the Year 12 and 13 Classicists 2800 years back to the
ancient city of Athens, the ‘cradle of
Western civilisation’ and the birthplace
of democracy.
Punctuated by sleepy coach journeys
and 7am starts, on our Greek Odyssey
we traipsed into Delphi, the ‘belly
button’ of the world, gaped at
Epidauros, the 13,000-seat theatre
designed with perfect acoustics and
aesthetic beauty, and admired the
golden masks and jewellery from the
palace in Mycenae, the city of riches.
We sprinted across one of the first
Olympic stadiums of the ancient world,
just as the Greeks had centuries
before us (except we, much to Miss
Cheetham’s relief, were not naked and
rubbed in olive oil) and sweated in the
midday heat on the Acropolis (the ‘high city’) as we gazed down upon the whole of Athens that stretched out
before us, a city double the size of London.
And despite the cloudy skies on the verge of rain, we rounded off our holiday by dipping into the freezing hotel
pool, eager to make the most out of our trip.
None of this would have been possible without the relentless efforts of Miss Cheetham, Ms Ellis,
Mr Colenutt and Miss Hedges, who managed to maintain a sense of humour whilst herding 30 teenagers
through 13 different locations across Greece. They gave us a holiday and a learning experience we will never
forget. Isabel D, Year 12

FROM FRANCE, WITH LOVE
LAST DECEMBER, a group of Year 10 students took part in a
French exchange trip to Strasbourg. The idea of participating in
the French exchange was ncredibly daunting. Living with someone you have never met, eating different foods and immersing
yourself in a different culture were some of the most challenging
things we faced; however, it was certainly worth it.
It was difficult at first due to the obvious language barrier, but
after a few hours I felt completely at ease. That evening, we
spent time bonding with our partners and getting to know them
more individually. Sohane, my exchange, was incredibly welcoming and her family made me feel completely relaxed.
On the first day, our school went to Château du HautKoenigsbourg, situated just outside Strasbourg. Although a tour
entirely in French was often difficult to comprehend, we learnt a
great deal about the fascinating history of the castle. We then went to the beautiful town of Colmar for lunch and
enjoyed a bit of shopping in the Christmas markets. Strasbourg is known as the ‘Capital of Christmas’ and the
centre of town felt electric: a huge array of neon lights combined with delicious scents of gingerbread and traditional Alsatian food made the atmosphere of the city amazing, and as we were exploring the markets, we came
across hundreds of fantastic sights,
During the weekend, we were completely separate from the rest of our school and so we went ice skating as a
group. Overall, I feel incredibly lucky to have been able to take part in the French exchange to Strasbourg because as well as the trip being extremely enjoyable and exciting, I was also able to rapidly improve my French. We
all had an amazing time and I am looking forward to the exchange students’ return in March.
Elsa G, Year 10
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

¡SEÑORITAS EN ESPAÑA!

Year 13 Spanish students on a visit to La Monumental bullfighting ring

O

n 19th February, Spanish and Geography
students arrived at Gatwick airport to catch our
flight to Barcelona. Once landed, we went on a
coach tour around the city, where we were able to view
the stunning facade of La Sagrada Familia by Antoni
Gaudí.
The following day the linguists attended the ‘Hola’ Language School, for morning lessons. We had the fantastic
opportunity to interact with native Spanish speakers,
developing our linguistic skills and fluidity. Afterwards,
we travelled by double-decker train to return to La

The bull ring created a feeling
of peace where previously
there was only chaos and noise
Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, this time for a tour in
Spanish of the interior. I was amazed by the complexity
of Gaudí’s work, and the imaginative way in which his
design reflected important Biblical events. Later, we visited La Monumental, a bull ring no longer in use. I found
this very interesting: looking outwards at the arena with
its many seats created an incredible feeling of peace in
a location where previously only chaos and noise had

existed. The next afternoon, we paid a visit to La
Boquería, the city’s well-known market, and on
Thursday we went with the Geography students to El
Raval, an area close to the famous shopping street
La Rambla. There, we interviewed people about the
regeneration of the area. In pairs, the linguists
approached passers-by to converse completely in
Spanish. I found this experience so enriching and
exciting, as although it initially seemed a daunting
task, all our interviewees proved extremely friendly.
Many provided long, detailed answers, allowing us to
extract valuable phrases and so in turn further develop our linguistic skills.
On the Friday morning, we caught an early flight
out of Barcelona, feeling fulfilled and refreshed by
our exciting trip to a city filled with beautiful sites,
friendly locals and an elegant language. For me, the
highlight of the trip was interviewing people in Spanish in the street, as it not only pushed me out of my
comfort zone, but greatly improved the fluidity of my
spoken language. I learned so much on this trip, and
the improvement in my confidence in conversing
with native speakers has encouraged me to return in
the future to live temporarily in Spain, in order to
improve my knowledge of the language and culture
even further. Emily D, Year 13
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ENGLISH

ENTER A BLACK SHEEP

T

his is an extract from the play I wrote during the
New Views National Theatre playwriting course.
I was given a lot of valuable advice during the
course; a highlight for me was being given the opportunity to read through my play with a National Theatre
playwright in order to find out which holes I needed
to fill. Overall, the course was amazing and I would recommend it to everyone as it gives you the confidence to
find your voice and the opportunity for it to be heard.

Luke Then it’s phone calls and showers. Showers are
the worst part. You get all sorts of people in prisons.
The worst people you can imagine, the scariest people
you can imagine, the people you’d normally feel protected from in your house at night, all in the same bathroom as you. You never actually wash, you just get in
there to get out again.

Time has passed. The stage is dark, quiet and empty.
EMILY enters USR. She holds a phone with the torch
on. She moves towards the desk. She shuffles around
for a while, seemingly frustrated. She eventually picks
up a piece of lined paper, a notepad and a pen. She
goes to sit down on the sofa CS. A spotlight.

Luke How’s Emily? I heard she moved schools, I hope
she’s having fun. I’ve also been meaning to say something to gran and grandpa but, to be honest, I sometimes feel like I’m the black sheep in the family so I
decide to shy away. It sounds bad, but I’m just so different. I feel as if it’s mum I should tell everything to...

Emily (reading Luke’s letter) Dear Uncle Paul. I’m so
sorry it has taken me this long to write to you. I’m okay I
guess, things aren’t great here, but then again this is
prison, so things aren’t meant to be nice. I would write
all the time if I could, but nothing ever changes here,
every day is the same, so what would I write about?
You ...

Luke & Emily ...Like no one else would want to know.

(LUKE enters the stage DSL. He sits on a plastic chair
looking out to audience)

Emily picks up the notepad and pen. The stage goes
black. The play ends.

Luke & Emily ...sit in your cell for hours on end, staring
at the four walls. Eat.

Extract from Black Sheep by Flora D, Year 12

(Pause)

Luke I’m going to end it here. By the time you write
back I might be at my new prison so my mum will give
you the new address.
Emily Love from Luke.

MIND-BOGGLING MYSTERY SERIES
THE SINCLAIR MYSTERIES, by Katherine Woodfine, are four books
filled with mind-boggling mysteries to solve. The main character is
young, observant and clever Sophie Taylor, who works alongside
her equally intelligent friends, Lil, Joe and Billy.
The Mysteries features a notoriously scary villain who has never
been seen before but is spoken of with fear: The Baron. He is somehow related to Sophie in quite a peculiar and suspicious way.
‘Sinclair’ is the name of an extraordinary but mysterious entrepreneur, who owns London’s finest department store, the place where
Sophie’s journey of detecting begins.
The books are set in the 1900s. At this time, women were still
fighting for their rights, so Sophie and Lil (the two main detectives)
are feminists. They start off as shop assistants at Sinclair’s. Sophie
is a shop girl; Lil is a beautiful shop window model; Billy is the
nephew of an important member of staff and Joe is a beggar who
has a past he wants to run away from.
The Sinclair Mysteries collection is a selection of books which are
highly intriguing and addictive; you cannot put the book down until
you have read the whole thing! We can promise you that these
books will be interesting and fun to read, and you will feel sad that
there are only four books to this wonderful series!
Grace L and Yuma T, Year 7
Alba C, Year 12
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ENGLISH

YEAR NINE GETS THE SPOOKS!

O

n 18th January, Year 9 students went to the
West End to see The Woman in Black at the
Fortune Theatre. In English, we had been studying Gothic literature, which is the genre of this book.
We took our seats in the theatre amongst other
schools and members of the public.
Everyone was bustling with excitement for the show
to start, but not until the lights died down at 3pm did
the silence take over. The play was two hours long with
a 15-minute interval, leaving everyone gripped — all
eyes were glued to the stage.
Throughout the play there were lots of jump scares
and screams which frightened us all. There were only
two actors in the play, switching between characters
and playing multiple ones at a time.
This only added to the suspense when the Woman in
Black came on stage. The play was very complicated in
that there were constantly actors acting as someone
else so we could never be sure if the Woman in Black
was there, draped in ebony aside from her pale,
wrinkled face.
The play finished with an unexpected plot twist followed by tremendous applause. We were then dismissed from the theatre, to the safety of our homes,
hopefully without any nightmares!
This was a memorable experience that we were lucky
to be a part of. I am sure that the whole of Year 9
would love to do a trip like this again.
Annelise O’C, Year 9

Extract from ‘The Heartbeat’, a Gothic short story
THE BITTER COLD embraced my face, causing my
ghostly breath to float through the air. My eyes had not
left the light that shone through the top window.
I shivered; I felt the cold slowly turning me into ice. I
wouldn't have dared to come here if it weren't for my
bad sense of direction. The stories that they had told
me about this house: I hoped and prayed they were not
true for I had nowhere to go, but inside.
If you were anywhere near, you would have heard my
curses as I struggled to get through the mud that
squelched beneath my shoes, for I was the only one
making noises in the deadly silence of the night.
Staggering to my feet, I reached up to grab one of the
branches to steady myself. I had an uncertain feeling in
the pit of my stomach which only seemed to grow as I
walked towards the front porch.
I stood in front of the tattered and rickety door. My
fingers closed onto the malformed handle that felt
unusually warm… as if someone had been there not so
long ago.
The door opened with ease. Not making a single
sound as I peered into the darkness, I slowly walked
forward, my feet dragging across the grimy wooden
floor.
Suddenly the door closed with a thwack, leaving me
alone in the darkness — but...not completely.
Lia S, Year 9

MUCH ADO ABOUT EVERYTHING
I HAD THE AMAZING opportunity on 20th March of
going to Shakespeare’s Globe, on the Southbank, with
my classmates. I thoroughly enjoyed the day out and
found the play to be very entertaining.
This production of Much Ado About Nothing was set
in the present day, although the actors were still using
Shakespearean language. I think setting it in this period was a good idea, especially as the schools in the
audience would be able to relate to it and not find it
boring! I loved all the costumes, especially Beatrice’s
red jumpsuit which she wore for the final party.
I thought Beatrice was the best actor, because she
projected her voice well and her words were very clear.
She was also a sassy and strong character who always
knew what she wanted; she was loyal and never went
against her cousin Hero. She and all the other actors
made the play exciting and I was engaged throughout.
They did this by connecting with the audience directly
through breaking the fourth wall, and also adding in
songs and modern-day dances.
The actors put on a great show, and I would definitely
recommend this play to everyone!
Isabella B, Year 8

Lili P, Year 12
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES

A VISIT TO ST PAUL’S

S

everal Year 7 high achievers were given the excellent opportunity
to visit Saint Paul’s Cathedral. This visit provided these young
minds with the opportunity to apply their curiosity, intelligence, and
creativity through the activities which they participated in.
We were provided with a tour around the Cathedral, a view of its history,
a visit to the well-known ‘Whispering Gallery’, as well as the chance of
seeing the 365-foot roof. Although this 525-step journey was long, and
surely tiring for some, the view was spectacular.
On the trip, we were given a tour by two wonderful tour guides. Different
groups explored the vast Cathedral. Whilst visiting the burials of famous
architects, men who fought in wars, and members of the Royal Air Forces
and navy who died during service, we felt a sense of awe of the rich
history of the Cathedral and its wide community.
One of the most memorable activities was an activity which consisted
of searching for hidden clues or meanings. As expected, the students
succeeded in this and were able to identify several clues such as an
ocean-themed mosaic on the floor, made in memory of a naval soldier
who passed away at war. We were also challenged to think of the meaning
behind several of the architectural designs and aspects of the Cathedral.
This trip was an excellent opportunity to extend our learning and knowledge in religious ethics and philosophy outside of our classroom. Seeing
and exploring the history of Saint Paul’s Cathedral helped me develop my
passion for Religious Studies. In addition, it allowed me to further my
knowledge about Christianity. An extra-special treat was that we were able
to enter a strictly ‘no entry’ space, which is used for the Choir, Queen,
Prime Minister, and leaders of many other cities and countries.
Salma A, Year 7

3, 2, 1, DEBATE!
SIX STUDENTS FROM from Year 7 and Year 10
went to a debating competition run by The Rotary
Club.
There was an Intermediate Team and a Senior
Team. In each team there are three roles that have
to be fulfilled. Firstly, the Chairman introduces the
topic that the team will be speaking about, and the
team itself. The Speaker is the member who
speaks for six minutes about the topic the team
has chosen to discuss.
The Intermediate Team was discussing plastic
pollution, and the Senior Team was discussing the
antibiotics resistance crisis. Finally, the Vote of
Thanks brought the presentation to an end.
It was an amazing experience, especially since
the speaker from the Senior Team was awarded
Best Speaker.
We encourage everyone to participate in these
wonderful enrichment activities going on in school:
it was a truly brilliant experience!
Grace L, Year 7

Rea S, Year 11
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SPECIALISMS: ICT

BEYOND MOBILE PHONES

I

n March, a group of Year 10 students attended an
inspiring event at Vodafone HQ, in Paddington
Central. We were offered the opportunity to find
out what goes on behind the scenes in the office
of one of the world’s largest telecommunications
companies.
During this trip, an inspirational speaker and
author, Taher Sulemanji, led a very engaging Q&A
session. Sulemanji shared how even when his life
took an unexpected turn, he was still able to be
successful and pursue his passions. The tech professional enabled us to think about how success is
easily accomplished as long as you have the right
mind-set. We were motivated by his engaging speech,
which taught that you are never too young to do
anything.
We learnt that Vodafone is not just about mobile
phones and tariffs. The company has countless roles,
whether it is customer services, retail, e-law, AI
(Artificial Intelligence), VR (virtual reality), robotics,
finance, accounting and marketing.
With an increase of the number of users on several
social media platforms, managing your privacy and
what others can see is vital to ensure your safety
online. We learnt about how, as users are active
online, they leave behind a ‘digital footprint’ which
can be defined as the data trail or trace that you
leave behind as a result of your activity. However, in
order to ensure our safety, we must ensure that we
have private and highly secure accounts and be
aware of our use of social media.
After this, we participated in a group activity where
we were given a brief to design an app to help 16
and 18-year-olds find suitable work experience. Our
creative students were able to give a wide range of
ideas which successfully fulfilled the criteria given in
a very short time. As the trip came to an end, we were
given a tour of the grand building and had a firsthand view of the work atmosphere.
Overall, this trip allowed us to understand the evergrowing world of technology.
Mariam A, Year 10

Amina A, Year 11

SHORT STORY: The Friendship Wreck
I AM WOKEN by the bright sunshine piercing my
eyes, and the annoying sound of the seagulls, mocking me and Gabrielle. Gabrielle? She’s not here. I’m
sure she was here a minute ago. Maybe she got on
another lifeboat… That’s what I hope anyway.
Supplies! I need supplies! But as I search under
the seats, I find out that most of it has been tipped
out. At least there are matches, a torch, a life-jacket
and food supplies. Maybe I should look for land? A
creepy uninhabited island… Wait! I see a foggy outline. I can also see two huddled figures—when I
squint, I can see that it’s Jo and Carlos! I jump out of
the boat (with my swimsuit underneath) and paddle
to the tiny island.
‘He-y! Ho there!’ Carlos and Jo wave to me.
Our lifeboat eventually reaches a tiny island. Noone seems to be there, but I spot another lifeboat
drifting some way off. Both my and Carlos’ clothes
are drenched, but we stagger onto the sandy beach.
‘We’re safe!’ He shouts, and we start jumping with
joy. The other boat comes closer, and I can see
Michelle jumping into the freezing cold waters. I
wave at her because you can’t stay mad at another
survivor after a shipwreck, can you?
She comes closer, and her puzzled face brings me
back to reality. Where are we? I am beginning to feel
a bit intimidated.
‘Maybe we should build like a shelter or something?’ I suggest to the other two, and they nod.
‘Good idea,’ Michelle says, and I start to think that
she might not be as bad as I thought she was…
After the bone-crunching work of building a shelter, Jo and I head off to catch some fish while Carlos
tries to start up a fire. I glance sadly at the makeshift fishing rods (which consist of some string tied
to a stick).
‘You good at fishing?’ She asks, probably more to
break the uncomfortable silence than to mean anything.
‘I dunno… I’ve never done it before. You?’
I can’t believe we are actually talking to each
other in a nice way! She asks the question I have
wanted to ask her since we were shipwrecked, but
just didn’t have the nerve to say:
‘You know, Michelle, I think we could get along
quite well. And as we’ve both been stranded on this
island, and are probably going to live here for a
while, maybe, well, I’m not sure but...’
I cut off her sentence and say what I hope she was
going to say.
‘Are you trying to say, ‘do you want to be friends?’
She gives me a mischievous grin and nods.
‘Yep, but maybe Carlos would like to join in?’
I smile to myself. I knew this would work out. I always do. But this time she did too.
Grace L and Yuma T, Year 7
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Alba C, Year 12

A Midwinter Night’s Dream

The Dance Show

The Dance Show
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