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E 
very day, our students and teachers walk 

to and from Blandford Street, passing 

along Moxon Street. That road used to be 

called Paradise Street and it was there, in 

1791, 225 years ago, that a small, single-

classroom school opened. It was called The St 

Marylebone School of Industry and about 18 local 

children went there to learn basic reading, writing 

and work skills. 

   At the time, education was available only to the 

rich or through the charity of churches, who 

offered free schooling to a few local children.  In 

the 1850s, the Church’s National Schools 

programme enabled this little school to grow, 

becoming a girls’ school in 1858.  It is the 

Church’s mission to provide free education to 

young people regardless of background that still 

underpins St Marylebone today.   

   So this year we celebrated our 225th 

birthday.  We held a special Church service in July, 

at which our Head Girls noted that ‘225 years ago, 

only about 5% of the girls in this room today would 

have had an education. That’s only the number of 

students sitting in the first two rows here.’  

   What made the service especially meaningful 

were the testimonies from alumni, who spoke with 

humour and sincerity about their time at the 

school.  These students, all from different 

Marylebone generations, had not seen or heard 

each others’ pieces before the service, yet all 

ended with a note of encouragement and hope for 

the Marylebone students of today: to feel how 

lucky they are to be part of a true community, 

something bigger than the sum of its parts yet 

which loves and values them as individuals.   

   I hope you see that spirit reflected in this 

season’s St Marylebone Messenger: in a 

world in which there is uncertainty and 

trouble, our 

young people 

and their 

engagement in 

education is a 

source of hope.   

   Read the girls’ 

reflections on 

their trip to 

Myanmar on 

page 5 and the 

geographers’ 

love of the Lake 

District on page 

15. Notice how 

our community 

responds to the 

plight of 

refugees, in 

debate, poetry and art on page 4. See how our 

students love the political and social implications 

of Shakespeare – as well as the laughter and joy 

of it (pages 7 and 9). You’ll read about the 

colourful competition of Sports Day on page 14.  

   This Messenger reflects our 225 celebrations, in 

Church, the Summer Jazz Party and Autumn 

Auction – with grateful thanks to our parents and 

Governors for their tremendous fund-raising 

efforts – and also reflects the optimistic positivity 

of our young people. I hope you enjoy reading it. 

Many thanks to our Editor 

Rosie M and Deputy Sidney 

T, now in Year 13 and 11 

respectively, for their hard 

work on this edition.  

 

 

THE WINTER ISSUE  

Ms Kathryn Pugh, Head teacher  

2 

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 

3 Jazz Concert 

4 Refugee Week 

5 World Challenge 

6 English: Poetry and Reviews 

7 English: Trips to the Globe 

8  Languages: Italy Trip 

9  Shakespeare Schools Festival 

10 Specialisms: Dance & Music 

11 Specialisms: Drama 

12 Year 9 Award  

13 STEM 

14 Sports Day 

15 Geography: Lake District Trip 

16 Work Experience and 

International Evening  

17 Current Affairs 

18  Religious Studies 

19 Seasonal Notes 

INSIDE 



 

 

JAZZ CONCERT 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, SCHOOL! 

3 

M 
arylebone's 225th birthday was coming up and there was only one way to celebrate. A BIG 

JAZZ MUSICAL PERFORMANCE EVENING! With only a week till the big event, we were given 

the task to bring together our group in order to perform a Jazz piece for the party. It took a 

lot of arguing, procrastination, genre distractions and going back and forth but we finally 

decided to sing I Will Survive by Gloria Gaynor. We were going to show Marylebone how to party in the 

best way they knew how… a song. When it was all over, and our three minutes of local (very local) fame 

was over, the crowd cheered. From that moment we knew we had done Marylebone proud. We had 

done ourselves proud. Joy Y, Year 12 

One of the cakes judged by Ottolenghi  ‘The cakes were delicious and the music performances were 

great. The jazz concert was fantastic.’ Anoushka T, Year 8 



 

 

REFUGEE WEEK 

 A PLACE OF GREATER SAFETY 

D 
uring Refugee Week in June, Muhammad*, a 

qualified dentist technician and Syrian 

refugee, told us about his journey. In 2012, 

due to be enrolled in compulsory military 

service, he travelled to Lebanon by taxi. If it was 

discovered that he was against the regime he would be 

captured, so he went on to Egypt; however, the Muslim 

Brotherhood lost power and Muhammad experienced 

discrimination. He was accepted at Montreal University 

but his VISA application was rejected.  

   He spoke to a smuggler who told him about the route 

from Alexandria to Italy: it was dangerous and people 

had drowned but it was his only option. Muhammad 

said, ‘when water seems safer than the land, you have 

no choice.’ 

   In Alexandria refugees waited for smugglers to take 

them to a boat. They walked into the sea with water up 

to their shoulders and the ship was small and wooden. 

The numbers grew from 40 to 400 in the boat, which 

was cramped and easily capsizable. Hot sun in the day 

and huge waves at night made the journey difficult. 

   To pass the time, Muhammad prayed. The smugglers 

would only give them half a cup of water and some 

bread. A German boat went past but refused to help 

when they discovered that there were Egyptians on 

board. The refugees began to feel desperate: ‘people 

were crying.’ Finally they saw a Korean ship. It took 

them two hours to get on board.  

    The Red Cross finally helped them reach an island in 

Catania. They were taken to a hostel and given clothes 

and food. Somebody called an independent 

humanitarian who took no money from the refugees 

and arranged a bus for them to get to Milan. 

Muhammad stayed in an Islamic Centre. 

   He travelled to Paris, then Brussels. He posted on 

Facebook and someone gave him the contact details 

for a smuggler. He paid £1,000. The smuggler met him 

in Gare Du Nord station and it took him several 

attempts to get to England: drivers kept finding him in 

the backs of their lorries. One lorry took him back to 

Paris so he had to start again.  

   It was December and very cold but Muhammad was 

determined. His fifth attempt was successful and he 

arrived in Dover. 

   He was taken to live in a hostel in Yorkshire. 

Muhammad was very nervous about his asylum 

interview but he finally received a letter telling him he 

was allowed to stay. He was overjoyed. He is now living 

in London where he can find work in cafes, but he really 

wants to use the qualifications he achieved in Syria. He 

is employed by Breaking Barriers to share his story in 

schools, which has helped him earn money and 

improve his English.  

   However, he cannot stop thinking about those who 

haven’t been able to find safety, who continue to suffer 

under the constant threat of violence and are stuck in 

temporary refugee camps as the winter gets worse. He 

is concerned about the safety of his sisters who are still 

in Damascus. ‘Refugees are human beings. Human 

beings deserve our respect and need our help.’ 

 

*Name has been changed. 

 

If you want to learn more about the journeys of 

refugees, the BBC documentary Exodus is a powerful 

account of their struggles. 

Rosie M, Year 13 

You are the wandering boat, 

sailing in a vast ocean 

unwillingly into a death-filled storm. 

The wind crashes around you as remainders of friends, family, float 

away. 

Never to be seen again. 

You are then a bird, flying away after seeing, death, death, death. 

Fly, fly away to the land, no rest, no water 

your wings falter, 

more friends fall. 

After many days, weeks, 

the storm clears away. It is now behind you. 

The sun shines bright 

and the promised rest is near. But when you reach it, 

you see only few going through. 

And you young bird, 

must wait for many more years. 

Kyra, Year 7, winner of the Refugee Week poetry competition 

When water seems safer than 

the land, you have no choice 

Print by Sam R, Year 12 
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WORLD CHALLENGE 

MEMORIES OF MYANMAR 

ON 3RD JULY, 17 students and four teachers embarked on their World Challenge expedition to Myan-

mar. I felt extremely lucky to be entering the country at such a delicate stage in its transition to democ-

racy. Myanmar was previously under a strict military dictatorship and even after student protests and 

two general elections, the harshness of the regime was visible. In Mandalay we were shocked by a sign 

above the imperial palace which stated ‘crush all those harming the union’, while the undeveloped 

nature of the country showed us how backwards and damaging the military system was.  

   I later found out that the dictator, Ne Win, had bankrupted many through his decision to reprint the 

Burmese currency based on his astrological and numerological beliefs. Our guide was also a veteran of 

the student protest and recounted horrid stories of the military opening fire and the fear he felt helping 

British journalists translate the speeches of Aung San Suu Kyi.  

   The struggles of the people were further emphasised during our community project. We spent three 

days working in a Buddhist ministry's orphanage and school. Most of the children were not in fact  

orphans but had been left there by their conscript parents, who were not expecting to return from mili-

tary duty. The children survived off meals of rice, while their classrooms had limited resources. Never-

theless they were excited by our presence as we taught them games like splat and duck duck goose, 

and brought them hula hoops and footballs. It was an unforgettable, humbling experience.  

   We also spent three days trekking through thick clay and visited the beautiful cities of Yangon, 

Mandalay, Kalaw and Bagan. Myanmar's stunning landscapes and friendly people affected me deeply 

and I will always be indebted to the people who created such an amicable environment for us. 

Francesca B, Year 13 

Children at the orphanage  ‘We visited beautiful cities’. 

The lucky students who got to see a country in transition. 

‘The trip was one of the most amazing  

experiences of my life.’   

Flora C, Year 11 (pictured) 
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YOUNG MINDS RUN FREE 
 

Dissimilis 

If only people could see 

The truth that lies inside of me, 

The story behind my depression and pain, 

The force and pressure of needing weight gain. 

Being monitored and watched as if a baby, 

Always having to hear the words ‘eventually’ or ‘maybe’. 

It’s scary to think how close I was to death, 

Who would have thought that exercise could affect your 

breath? 

I tried to pretend to my friends that everything was OK, 

And, of course, they did not have much to say. 

But the truth is that I am scared of what I’ve become, 

I just wish that this wicked time could be redone. 

It is going to affect me for the rest of my life, 

All because of my brain becoming so rife. 

I did to myself such terrible damage, 

Yet it did not stop me and I was still able to manage, 

Which is why I found it so hard to understand, 

That suffering and pain is a part of this land. 

Having sacrificed months of hard work and time, 

I have to rebuild my strength and learn how to climb. 

But now I am ready for my story to be told, 

So that people will never have to experience what it’s 

like to be so cold.  

Extract from Sidney T’s poem, Year 10 

 

Dauntless: The Brave 

Combat tactics and fighting sunrises, 

Reach the highest heights of roller coasters, 

Along with painted bullets and splattered goodbyes, 

Betrayal fires from the loaded guns, 

As fear breaks free and comes alive, 

Bravery above all 

Proves your inner strength 

To defeat enemies - the darkness inside, 

Train like a chivalrous warrior, 

Kill with fire if necessary. 

Emma C, Year 9 

 

Poetopia is a poetry competition run by Young Writers, 

an organisation designed to encourage young people 

to explore their imaginations through creative writing. 

KS3 and 4 Creative Writing Club students took part, 

and Sidney and Emma's entries were chosen for publi-

cation in the Young Writers Anthology.  

ENGLISH 

T 
welve English students went to the Playhouse Theatre to see 1984, which we have been study-

ing for English A-Level. Initially we weren’t sure if the play would be able to fully convey the im-

pact and extent of Big Brother’s totalitarian regime, but it resonated with a present-day audi-

ence, especially at a time when distrust in our current government is widespread.  

   1984 follows Winston Smith and his partner Julia as they try to overcome the omnipotent state of 

Oceania and its omniscient leader, Big Brother. The play stayed quite close to the novel, which meant 

that like the novel, it became quite tedious at times, as it required considerable concentration.  

   However, one of the things that made the play so visually interesting was the use of a wide screen 

that depicted CCTV footage of Winston 

and Julia in their most intimate moments, 

making the audience feel like intruders 

complicit in the party’s constant 

surveillance.  

   The last 20 minutes of the play com-

pletely captivated the audience as the  

production did not hold back in its presen-

tation of Winston’s torture.  

   The use of strobe lights also supported 

the panicky, anguished scene and 

highlighted the  brutality of the regime, 

as well as the fact that torture is an instru-

ment used by governments in the real 

world.  

Nasima G and Amina J, Year 12 

Print by Eva M, Year 12 

WATCHING THEM BEING WATCHED 



 

 7 

A 
ll of Year 8 had the opportunity to see Twelfth 

Night at Shakespeare’s Globe last March.  

   There is no roof at the Globe so it was cold 

and the seats were hard and wooden. I was 

surprised to see the actors wearing normal clothes  

because it was  a Shakespearean play and I thought 

they would be in posh clothes from the olden days. 

   The story is about twins Viola and Sebastian who are 

on a ship during a massive storm. The ship has been 

wrecked and they are separated. When they get to land 

they both think the other has drowned.  

   Viola dresses up as her brother because she is afraid 

to be on her own. She calls herself Cesario. She tries to 

find work when she meets Orsino and falls madly in 

love with him, but he is in love with Olivia.  

   Viola’s brother is alive and is trying to find her. When 

he arrives everyone thinks he is Cesario because they 

look alike and are wearing the same clothes. But when 

Sebastian and Viola meet, Viola takes off her glasses 

and hat to show her brother she is his sister, and they 

hug each other with happiness.  

   Olivia falls in love with Sebastian and Viola has to 

prove she is not a boy to Orsino. He believes her and 

they fall in love. 

   The funniest part of the play was when Sir Toby Belch 

and Sir Andrew Aguecheek started singing and dancing 

to the song ‘Watch Me’. The audience found it really 

funny: some started singing too.  

   My favourite character in the play was Feste the 

clown, because the actress, Katie Elin-Salt, who played 

her, was really good at being goofy and funny. Her char-

acter was not as serious as the others. 

   I really enjoyed the play and it was one of the funniest 

plays I’ve ever seen. I would recommend it to everyone 

because you do not have to have read Shakespeare to 

watch it. I would give this play 3 out of 5 because Matil-

da is still my favourite show! 

Amelia T, Year 8 

LOVE AND LAUGHTER AT THE GLOBE 

ENGLISH 

O 
n 11th and 12th July Year 12 students took 

part in Shakespeare Summer School, with 

Grey Coats and St Augustine’s. The two days 

began with an engaging lecture by Oxford  

professor Dr Emma Smith on Power and Gender in 

Shakespeare:  particularly relevant as Year 12 and13 

students are currently studying these themes in Hamlet 

or Twelfth Night as part of their A-Level English course.  

   Smith discussed portrayals of women in Shakespeare 

and whether he can be regarded as a feminist, focusing 

mainly on The Taming of the Shrew and the question of 

whether Kate (the shrew) is ultimately tamed. Is her 

speech at the end a feminist assertion of her reluc-

tance to be diminished by her husband, or a meek ad-

mission of her submissiveness, contrasting with her 

initially strong-willed behaviour?  

   After the lecture we reconvened in seminar groups 

where we met other students and discussed the lecture 

with teachers. Reflecting on the lecture in groups aided 

our understanding and added another dimension to our 

views on Shakespeare’s presentation of power and 

gender.  

   After a break fuelled by free tea and coffee, we went 

back to our groups and had seminars on Othello and 

Anthony and Cleopatra- plays that none of the students 

had studied in depth. This provided another perspec-

tive to our Shakespeare studies and it was fun sharing 

our ideas and questions.  

   On day two we met at Grey Coats school and were set 

the task of reimagining the play as a feature film. The 

results varied greatly from a story of an aristocratic 

King Charles Spaniel trying to tame a street  

dog to a lesbian love story and a futuristic vision of life 

in the year 4000.  

   We made our way to the Globe to take part in a work-

shop with an energetic actor. We performed several 

exercises, involving a dialogue from The Taming of the 

Shrew, which everyone, regardless of acting ability, 

threw themselves into. After lunch we watched the 

Globe’s production of the play, standing where the 

‘stinkards’ of Elizabethan England would have stood. 

Despite intermittent rain, the play was entertaining and 

being able to see everything we had learnt played out in 

front of us was inspiring. Rosie M, Year 12 

Intermittent rain did not stop play 

POWER AND GENDER 

We discussed whether  

Shakespeare can be  

regarded as a feminist 
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HUMANITIES 

H 
ow can I begin to describe how amazing the  

Italy trip was? From meeting Marcus Butler 

(a famous YouTuber) at the airport to pushing 

Mr Walsh into the pool, it was a great experi-

ence for all of us.  

   I learned so much in the six days we spent there, and 

will cherish the memories forever. I bonded with people 

I'd never spoken to before and the bonds I did have be-

came stronger. I'd like to thank Mr Bracanov and the 

whole team who organised the trip and let it happen for 

allowing us all to become new people through such en-

lightening and amazing experiences.  

   We went to Solfatara, a volcanic crater, and were 

amazed when the tour guide dropped a rock on the floor and the ground sounded hollow. We learnt 

that it was because the magma under the ground is porous, which means it has millions of tiny bub-

bles filled with air.        

   Then we went to Mount Vesuvius and saw an active volcano and the crater was filled with trees. The 

view was astonishing: you could see for miles. We also went to Pompeii and saw some bodies that had 

been filled with plaster to preserve their final positions.  

   At our next destination, Rome, we visited world-famous sites such as the Coliseum, where we were 

fascinated to see some actual writing from the Romans. We also visited the beautiful St Peter's Basili-

ca and saw the amazing mosaics.  

   All in all the Italy trip was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 

Emily M, Year 9 

ITALIAN DELIGHTS 

‘I bonded with people I’d never spoken to.’ 

‘The view was astonishing: you could see for miles.’ 



 

 

ENGLISH 
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A LOVE STORY FOR OUR TIME 

T 
his year a group of students in Year 10-13 partici-

pated in the Shakespeare School Festival. We  

performed a 30-minute version of Romeo and Juliet 

directed by Lola and Esme in Year 13. We met al-

most every Monday and Tuesday during lunch and after 

school and brought the play to life. With the help of Miss 

Hedges and Ms Mathewson, we adapted parts of the play, 

including the famous fight scene which results in the 

deaths of two beloved characters.  

   The cast attended a workshop with Shakespeare Schools 

Festival and learnt how to project our voices across a large 

space. We discovered different tricks that helped us all with 

our characters, such as walking as though we had just 

come from somewhere, which helped us to get ready for 

the next scene.  

   Daniella strummed her guitar and captivated the audi-

ence during the marriage scene between Romeo and Juliet. 

During rehearsals, we changed scenes slightly to suit the 

rhythm of the play and made it our own. As expected, there 

were times when we all forgot our lines, cues or props on-

stage: we learnt from these mistakes.  

   We met new people and made friends and learnt a lot 

about each others' habits. We had some interesting discus-

sions in rehearsals about characters as well as apprehen-

sion about the election results which helped the relation-

ship of characters onstage. We all had so much fun and it 

was a great experience. Milena B, Year  10 

Daniella P: perhaps the friar’s plan wasn’t such a good one. 

CAPTION NEEDED 

Part of the gang:  Milena B and Grace C 
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SPECIALISMS: DANCE & MUSIC 

FOR THE PAST three years I have had the amazing 

opportunity and experience of performing at  

Wigmore Hall, following in the footsteps of so 

many prestigious musicians before me. Along with 

many talented scholars I gained confidence year 

on year. I proved to myself and my teachers that 

with practice I could perform in front of any 

audience.  Lola W, Year 10 

WIGMORE HALL was a great experience for every-

one who took part. Performing in front of the 

whole of Key Stage 3 was really nerve-racking but 

really enjoyable.  

  l loved the acoustics of the building and the fact 

that so many famous people had performed on 

that very stage. I can't wait to do it again next year! 

Macy M, Year 8 

WIGMORE HALL SCHOLARS’ CONCERT 

SUMMER DANCE SHOW 

‘The Dance Show is extraordinary and magical, leaving you inspired and feeling that you want to keep on  

dancing.’  Michelle A, Year 7 

‘Technique, action, space, music and performance relationships were all amazingly presented.’ Alicia W-T, Year 7 



 

 

SPECIALISMS: DRAMA 
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M 
r Garrity and Miss Mathewson took 11 

students to Edinburgh to perform their 

play No Filter at the Fringe Festival. 

Our play was based around social me-

dia and how teens in this generation arrange their 

lives around their phones. 

   Through the use of comedy and dance we were 

able to explore how intense the addiction to our 

phones actually is. Every day we woke up and fly-

ered on the Mile, which is an advertising space for 

performers and a way to promote your show. We 

would then head up to our venue at Surgeon’s Hall 

and go through lighting and sound checks, before 

a quick warm-up and a shake-down backstage 

while the audience entered.  

   After each show we would have a company  

meeting, to discuss how the show went and go 

over notes, meaning that every show got better 

and better.  

   The atmosphere at the Fringe was absolutely 

amazing and there were so many shows to see. 

Through watching other shows we were able to 

make friends and learn about different experienc-

es, which helped us discover our characters more 

and become more confident in what we were doing. Every one of our shows had a large audience, 

which was exciting as we were told by last year’s company that some days they didn’t have many peo-

ple at the show. Overall, I and the whole of the company loved the experience, and are keen to 

return to our play in February at the Camden People’s Theatre.  

Elise P, Year 13  

NO FILTER– EDINBURGH FRINGE 

Ollie W, Y12 and Ruby  D-R, Y13: ‘We were able to explore how intense our addiction to our phones  is.’ 



 

 

I 
 designed 

and creat-

ed a mu-

sic box. I 

am  

passionate 

about piano, 

so I composed 

and produced 

the music to 

go inside,  

recording it on 

a miniature 

recording 

device.  

   To make my 

music box 

unique and 

special to me, 

instead of 

having a balle-

rina inside, I 

made my own 

trapeze artist 

out of plasti-

cine and at-

tached it to its 

own wooden 

swing.  

   I managed to make the trapeze artist pop up and 

swing, forwards and backwards, when the lid of the 

box was opened. Alongside the box, I had a booklet to 

show the process of making  it. I also wrote a poem 

called 'Sound of Time’, which you can read above. 

    My idea was inspired by all of my passions, which 

are architecture, creative writing, trapeze, music and 

art. I learnt how to use different tools and different 

techniques when making the actual box. It helped me 

understand more about circuits and how different toys 

produce music and sound.  

Asha P, Year 9 

YEAR 9 INDEPENDENT PROJECTS 

12 

DOING THEIR OWN THING 
Sound of Time 

 

Your wings flap as the pages of my 

book turn, 

I can hear the song, which I am to 

learn. 

It plays and the door is wide open. 

 

But when it stops, the door swings 

shut. 

You learn the routine, the cycle goes 

on, like a healing cut. 

 

It plays the piece which seems a mi-

nute long, 

Then you realise a year has gone by 

the end of the song. 

The mirror reveals a face so young,                                                                                          

When the box next opens its been 

passed on. 

To an ancestor, who looks the same,                          

And their pages turn until they’re fray. 

And the song plays on because its 

time,                         

A sound that controls all our mimes. 

 

FOR MY INDEPENDENT PROJECT I wrote a full-length dystopian novel about life on a starship ruled by a cruel 

government with a bloodthirsty rebel group intent on shutting it down.  

   Isla Edwin is under pressure to fight for both sides. It's her story of romance, heartbreak, betrayal and war. I 

have been fascinated by the question of how much control people can actually have over others. You can tell 

someone to be quiet but really they still are capable of talking and, as part of human curiosity and instinct, they 

want to.  

   However the more control you have over something, the more pressure is placed on you. The tighter you pull 

the rope the more likely it is to snap. 

   The rest was inspired by my younger brother Cameron and his interest in astrology. He showed me strange 

things in space and how different it is to earth. 

   I gained a lot of skills from this. I had a huge amount of writing to do and not a lot of time, so I had to be  

organised and manage my time well. The project took a lot of perseverance and positivity but I'm really glad I  

did it.  

    I am now in the process of writing a second draft and aim to keep going until it's the best it can be. 

Miya J, Year 9 



 

 

STEM 

WOMAN AND THE MACHINE 
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O 
n 20th September, the ICT and Compu-

ting Department held a trip to The Royal 

Geographical Society’s ‘WOW’ talks, a 

‘Women in Tech’ event.  

   We spent half the day sitting in a huge auditori-

um with more than 300 pupils from other schools, 

along with six amazing women who all represent-

ed technology, to prove to everyone that women 

are capable of reaching their goals.  

   All six women talked about how they ended up 

doing what they did successfully. This was ex-

tremely interesting as most of them incorporated 

technology into what they love to do, for example 

dancing, singing or designing clothes.  

   After lunch we had time to look at the mini-stalls 

that were presenting some of the latest products 

created that involved technology. They were fasci-

nating as they combined technology with items 

that we use daily. Some of the technology we 

looked at included virtual reality, technology on 

clothes and make-up.    

   Lastly we attended a workshop in which we 

made smart bracelets that lit up when shaken. We 

all worked hard to try to complete them with the 

help of one of the women, who gave us an inspira-

tional talk. The smart bracelets we created were 

amazing!     

   Overall this experience has inspired us to have a 

career, job or future doing something that we 

enjoy, and to work our hardest as well having hope 

and being confident. 

Bianca S , Year 11 

 

ONCE WE ARRIVED at the Royal Geographical So-

ciety we were told to pick a coloured sticker based 

on what we wanted to get out of the day. I picked 

blue, which meant that I wanted to socialise and 

meet new friends. 

   We were led into the auditorium where we were 

given inspirational talks by many women in tech 

who put their own twists on a job. My favourite talk 

was from ArA Harmonica, who sang songs and 

talked to us about how tough her life was  

growing up but how she eventually reached 

her goals.     

   We were called up by our group numbers to 

receive our goody bags and lunch. Next we  

had free time to visit different stalls and enter 

competitions. There were two stalls I really liked: 

a virtual reality one and one with an app that let 

you try on different make-up looks.   

   The trip was very enjoyable and I learnt a lot, 

mainly that technology jobs aren’t just about 

 sitting on a computer all day but can be really 

fun and creative. Raveena I, Year 11 

‘It inspired us to work and have hope.’ ‘The smart bracelets we created were amazing.’ 
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M 
y first experience of Sports Day was exciting. Olivia L 

and I had entered the 1500 meter race: four times 

round the 400m track. Despite going to Running 

Club all year and doing the mile once or twice a 

week I still wondered what could happen. 

   At about the second lap I was tired but still had stamina. The 

day was baking hot, making all the runners and athletes even 

more exhausted. I finished the race in fourth place, which I was 

happy about, but next year I am going to try even harder. 

   I loved Sports Day because everyone was happy and taking 

part. I can't wait for the next one. 

Nell S, Year 7 

AT WILLESDEN SPORTS CENTRE, all years took part in Sports 

Day. Last year was my first year taking part at a Marylebone 

Sports Day and it was a fun-filled, adrenaline-rushed and incred-

ibly loud day! 

   When I arrived at the venue I could see teachers guiding stu-

dents, people already warming up around the track and friends 

putting on different coloured paints, according to their house 

colour. I found my way to Dickens' designated spot and sat 

down, exposed to the day’s sweltering heat. My friends greeted 

me with a brush and some yellow paint and painted a couple of 

yellow stripes on my face  

   I represented my form in the 800m and it was quite a long and 

tiring race; I came in fourth place and when I returned to my 

form they were very supportive and said that they cheered me 

on every second of the race.  

Mei T, Year 8 

 

THIS YEAR’S SPORTS DAY was on the hottest day of the year 

and I know many people who were dreading it: worried about 

spending the whole day in the scorching sun.     

   However, personally I found the day to be a great success and 

I think the rest of the class did by the time it was all over! Not 

only because we won in Year 10, but  we hadn't seen each other 

for two weeks because of Work Experience and it was great to 

catch up with everyone's news.  

   Everyone made a real effort in the races and field events and 

were cheered on by their houses. I think there was as much 

shouting and screaming by the Year 10s as there was by the 

Year 7s, if not more!  At our last Sports Day at Marylebone we 

made memories that we will cherish for the rest of our lives. 

Jesse W, Year 10 

SPORTS DAY SUMMER FUNDAY  

Nightingale  

Wesley  

Hardwick 

Dickens 

Poppy C-G representing Barrett House 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
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THEY MADE IT TO THE TOP 

Year 10 Geographers on Cat Bells Mountain, Lake District 

T 
here is nothing quite like sitting beside a 

gently burbling river, or a tarn eating your 

lunch. Easedale Tarn in its glacial corrie 

situated high in the upper valley of 

Easedale proved to be an isle of Paradise, fair as 

a gem. St Marylebone girls captured the pictur-

esque physical landscape through numerous pho-

tos and asked questions embodied with curiosity 

and enthusiasm. From absorbing fieldwork on 

glaciers and floods to exploring the bustling town 

of Keswick, which lies cradled between the gentle 

beauty of Derwentwater and Skiddaw.  

   After we endured long mountain walks, a sud-

den ecstasy overwhelmed our minds like an unex-

pected and exquisite thought. Cat Bells proved to 

be the culmination of our trip, offering sensation-

al panoramic views over Keswick, Derwent water 

and Borrowdale. The National Park lay stretched 

before us, overhead the intense blue of the noon-

day sky burst like a jewel in the sun, writhing in 

gold. The crisp autumnal breeze accompanied 

with rays of sunshine made our trip that extra bit 

better. The thrilling and dynamic week proved to 

be rewarding and enjoyable for the St Marylebone girls! 

Emma C, Year  10 
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I 
 did my placement with Father Ed who is a parish 

priest and also Chaplain to our school, the Bridge 

School, the Royal Academy of Music and the 

University of Westminster.  

    During my work experience I attended morning pray-

er, helped with a home communion visit, attended the 

healing Eucharist and worked on the film I am making 

about the church, amongst other things. 

   A typical day would be morning prayer followed by a 

morning activity, such as a home communion visit. We 

visited an elderly lady called Grace who had been going 

to the church for many years until a hip problem pre-

venting her from attending mass.  

   In the afternoon I helped with Open Door, a communi-

ty outreach project for people with dementia and those 

who feel lonely. It was really nice atmosphere and I en-

joyed singing along with them. 

   Whilst making the film I learnt a lot about the church, 

for example that the original burial-ground for it is 

where the Sports Hall is, so 3000 bodies had to be re-

buried when the hall was built. 

   This placement has helped me realise that I want a 

varied job when I am older, as it was really fun doing 

lots of different things. I also gained skills in communi-

cation, resilience, team work, confidence, flexibility and 

patience which are crucial for any job.  

Bryony J, Year 11 

THE FIRST THING I did upon my arrival at Penguin  

Publishers on 13th July was accompany my supervisor 

Anna Steadman to a meeting where I observed the 

Managing Director discussing the books to be  

published in the near future. The publication process 

was explained to me, from literary agents pitching the 

narrative to the proofs being sent out to authors and 

journalists.  

   The meeting also involved discussion of the number 

of independent book shops in England and how to pro-

mote their use. I was assigned to locate shops in South 

West England for a book tour of Claire Fuller’s novel 

Our Endless Numbered Days, set in Studland Bay.  

   I wrote a reader’s report on Raphael Bob-Waksberg’s 

story collection Someone Who Will Love You in All Your 

Damaged Glory. The collection provided a cynical yet 

realistic portrayal of love and was definitely enjoyable.  

   Another task was to read David Niven’s autobiog-

raphy The Moon’s a Balloon and pick out quotes that 

could be used on social media to promote it. I highly 

recommend the autobiography as it gives insight into 

the extraordinary, tragic life of a man who knew every-

one in Hollywood.  

   I tied tags onto cute- sized bottles of Beefeater gin for 

a book promotion event I wasn’t invited to. Finally I was 

asked to package book proofs and send them to their 

authors. Though I'm not a creative writer I can under-

stand the amazing feeling of seeing your work in its 

final physical form and it was exciting to be part of that.  

   Penguin was an amazing experience: I met loads of 

incredibly nice people who were so generous with their 

time; I gained insight into an industry that I was previ-

ously clueless about — and the constant surrounding of 

books and free coffee didn't hurt. Ellis J, Year 12 

A TASTE OF THE NINE TO FIVE 

AN INTERNATIONAL SUCCESS 

‘I liked how there was such a wide range of nationalities represented and to see how many cultures there are in 

the school.’ Evie, Year 7 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE YEAR SEVENS for their fantastic effort in International Evening on 9th November. 

From African Drumming to Polish Polka Dancing, from a Brazilian lullaby to Irish folk songs, performers took us 

on a whistle-stop tour of the cultures of the world, ending with a whole-cast rendition of 'Azikatale'. 
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F 
or me, 24th June was a positive day. Not only 

was Year 12 off timetable periods 1 to 4, but 

we also chose to leave the elitist, undemocratic 

institution that is the European Union. However, 

the faces of many of my classmates and teachers were 

marked with despair and shock.  

   There was nothing shocking about Britain’s choice to 

leave the EU. It was a direct result of the political disen-

franchisement felt by the working classes in Britain. 

Many on the Left see this decision as a defeat, leading 

them to conclude that the millions who chose to leave 

the EU are racist, close-minded and ‘ignorant’. This is 

simply not true. In fact one poll reports that 60% of 

those who voted ‘leave’ want to help migrants in Calais, 

something which the EU is not doing. 

   For some, the EU represents qualities the Left em-

braces, such as ‘International Solidarity, freedom of 

movement and protection for workers’. But if the EU is 

so internationalist how can we explain its reaction to 

the migrants who have died in the Mediterranean? If it 

is so concerned with workers’ rights, how can we justify 

it ignoring the democratic process in Greece?  

   The fact that the EU is undemocratic, elitist, racist, 

defined by a commitment to neoliberalism and seeks to 

strengthen the interests of major corporations means 

that it is an institution that we all should have opposed. 

   This vote was a vote against the political elite. What 

we must do now is rally together to ensure that this 

global consensus against the ruling class does not turn 

into one of hatred and racism (something cultivated by 

the ‘1%’ themselves) but of love and acceptance. Pow-

er to the People.   Sophia B, Year 12 

 

IT WASN’T A SURPRISE that in our mock EU election the 

school voted in favour of remain. The intelligent and 

passionate way in which students expressed their opin-

ions was a breath of fresh air compared to the scare-

mongering tactics used by the official campaigns.  

   In the official referendum the 18 to 24-year-old age 

turnout was 36%, causing the Independent to publish 

an article titled ‘Young people, if you’re so upset about 

the outcome of the referendum, then why didn’t you go 

out and vote?’ But a poll by the Student Room suggest-

ed that 82% of 16 to 17-year-olds would’ve voted in 

favour of remain, which could have swung the result.  

   Both in our mock referendum debate and on social 

media, there was anger and disappointment. We were 

not given the right to contribute to this decision and 

feel disenfranchised by the lack of control over our fu-

ture. A future that now includes diminishing study, trav-

el, trade and job opportunities.   Daisy S, Year 12 

We must ensure that a  
consensus against the ruling 
class does not turn to hatred 

TOGETHER OR APART  

Aurelia M-R, Year 13 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES  

Y 
ear 12 were privileged enough to take part in 

Religious Studies Day, an enriching, interest-

ing and thought-provoking experience which 

is still spoken about within the walls of the 

Common Room to this date. The experience was 

designed to deliver external interpretations of widely 

debated philosophical, religious, medical and ethical 

debates, including abortion and euthanasia.  

   This was achieved by having guest speakers deliver 

their personal experiences of the relevant topics. One 

memorable speaker was Edward Turner, the son of 

the late Dr Anne Turner, whose life-changing story 

about her 2004 diagnosis of PSP (Progressive  

Supranuclear Palsy), a neurological degenerative dis-

ease for which there is no treatment or cure, revolu-

tionised the stigma regarding euthanasia. She took 

her life with the help of doctors at a controversial 

clinic in Switzerland.     

   Turner’s  speech was moving and motivating. As a 

person committed to religion myself, prior to the talk I 

was against the concept of euthanasia as I believed it 

went against the will of God. However after hearing 

about his experience, myself and others were moti-

vated to consider the wider and more realistic ap-

proach to euthanasia, which is that it a personal 

choice — a big one, but each case is different.  

   Overall, as a Religious Studies student, I found the 

opportunity to expand my knowledge about such an 

important and sensitive topic an enriching and inspir-

ing experience which I would recommend to anyone, 

whether their interests lie with science or the arts. 

Poppy C-G ,Year 12 

MATTERS OF LIFE AND DEATH 
CLEAR TO SEE 

I am a man is that so hard to see? 

Printed and hung on my chest for all to read.  

I march, I run, I scream.  

Broken those shackles that bound me  

In 1865 apparently I was made free.  

Free to hang from those poplar trees.  

Free to not eat food wherever I please  

Free to hold my hands up... 

Don't shoot... I'll leave. 

I can't breathe. 

 

Extract from a poem by Umi M, Year 12, for 

Black History Month 
 

IT WAS THERE 

Riddle 

ABAB 

 

Ere the first stirrings of thought 

In the mire of time, 

It was there. 

Ere the first eye blinked 

Staring into a hazy world, 

It was there. 

It was there in the falling dawn 

Streaking sky; touching cheek 

Hidden behind the curtains drawn 

Bright, vague, still, bleak. 

It was there in the stomach of night 

Dusting dreams; breaking sleep 

Guiding the last bird’s flight 

Strange, cold, pale, deep. 

Deftly it dances 

Where no feet have been. 

It is everywhere if one perceives it, 

And nowhere where nothing is seen. 

It is Apollo’s gift, 

And colour’s rind. 

It can be stolen from the eyes, 

But never from the mind. 
 

Hermione Z, Year 9, for her Independent Project  

exploring the foundations of poetry.  

Lena A ,Year 11 
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SEASONAL NOTES  

Playlist by Joe M, Year 13. Collage by Rosie M, Year 13 

Eleni P, Year 13 Rowan K, Year 13 



 

 


