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The World's "embarrassing uncle"

This week Ed Miliband, former Labour leader
and current head of the party’s climate team,
has criticised the government, stating that “It is
not just about net zero targets for the middle of
this century, it is not just about coalition for
action in various areas … and it is certainly not
about Boris Johnson having a moment to have
a good photo-opportunity. This is incredibly
serious and incredibly hard and we have to be
honest”. He later went on to emphasise the
urgency of dealing with climate change,
dubbing the recent figures as “the
embarrassing uncle we want to pretend does
not exist”.

Miliband has been a long-term advocate for
climate action. In 2008 he was the country’s
first climate change secretary of state when
the UK introduced the world’s first climate
change bill that pledged to cut carbon
emissions to an 80% reduction from 1990
levels by 2050.

Since then, carbon net zero pledges have
become the “norm”. Long gone are the days
that any action on climate change is deemed
groundbreaking or unheard of. The electorate
of today expects climate policies to headline
the parties manifestos. Even in the 2019
‘brexit election’, all parties acknowledged the
importance of the impending climate crisis,
and outlined a variety of solutions.

As Miliband correctly notes, we have to be
honest. The 2020 UN Emissions Gap Report
found that, despite the short term decrease in
carbon dioxide emissions caused by the
decrease in aviation trivial due to the

COVID-19 pandemic, the world is still heading
for a temperature rise in excess of 3°C this
century. This is far beyond the Paris
Agreement goals of limiting global warming to
well below 2°C and pursuing 1.5°C. However,
1.5°C is not out of reach if world leaders
realise the severity of the crisis and continue
to push efforts to hit targets.

So what is being done? This week the UK will
host a conference with ministers from around
the world to discuss the needs of developing
nations struggling to cut their greenhouse gas
emissions as a result of the economic
downturn caused by the pandemic. High
Income Countries reep the benefits of the
Global South’s natural resources and previous
climate summits have been criticised for not
implementing policies that relay this
dynamic..Therefore this talk is important and
appears to be a step in the right direction as it
at least addresses global inequalities in
relation to a government's ability to implement
climate legislation.

Joe Biden announced on Friday that he has
invited 40 world leaders to a virtual summit on
the climate crisis starting April 22nd, coinciding
with Earth Day. This follows the Biden
administration’s fulfilment of its promise to
rejoin the Paris Agreement on its first day in
the White House. These summits will set the
stage for the Cop26 UN climate summit, to be
hosted in Glasgow this November.

Moreover, last week Ed Miliband, despite not
owning an electric car himself, unveiled
Labour’s plans for an “electric car revolution”
in the UK. This plan intends on creating jobs
by part-financing three new battery factories,
interest-free loans to make electric cars more
affordable and a revamped network of
charging points. Technology is becoming a key
mechanism in climate justice, playing a role in
many governments' climate action plans.
Technology allows us to find creative,
long-term solutions as well as provides
employment opportunities. The transition from
fossil fuels to renewable energy relies on
technology to continue everyday comforts, as
change in consumer patterns is an
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uncomfortable reality of the crisis that many
are unwilling to face.

The World has an embarrassing uncle. We are
embarrassed of the current state of the planet.
Of the implications of our actions and of the
actions of previous generations. Currently, in
five G7 countries – the UK, Japan, Germany,
France, and Italy – more than 90% of their
deforestation footprint was in foreign countries
and half of this was in tropical nations. This
has to change, we are running out of time.

The world is moving in the right direction, so
take the momentum and awareness of our
situation to get involved. If you vote, use your
voice to support candidates that want to make
sustainable changes. If you can’t, engage in
conversations that are productive and focus on
the intersectionality of climate justice with
other issues.
C. Davison 13N1

Emma Gannon’s Olive - A New
Perspective

Emma Gannon tackles some of the most
prominent societal issues in her incredibly
powerful debut novel, Olive. Inspired by
articles revealing the rise of millennial women
feeling overwhelmed at the prospect of having
kids, or deciding not to have them, Emma
began to explore the topic herself. She
imagined a group of friends who had gone
through the same milestones all their lives -
only to be faced with vastly different
expectations around motherhood.

Thought-provoking and clever, Gannon
presents her readers with a young woman
navigating her way through past memories
and current real struggles. When the narrator’s
best friends' lives start to branch towards
motherhood and marriage, Olive is faced with
a tough decision; what does she really want to
do with her life? The issues Olive confronts is
something many women will be familiar with,
and it opened a lot of areas to explore for
myself personally. As a white, middle-class
female, with a stable, nuclear family unit, I
hadn’t really considered the idea of not
growing up, getting married and having
children of my own. This expectation that the
natural order of life flows in this way for
women, is something intrinsically programmed
into girls from a very young age. It sounds
almost naive, but after reading this book I was
introduced to a new perspective and a new
way of life, intriguing me to find out more on
the taboo subject of choosing not to have
children and how to negotiate breaking away
from this construct.

The entire story is one of modern womanhood.
It weaves in a personal observation of life from
the perspective of a seemingly utterly real and
relatable character, recognising familiar
problems with such warmth and nostalgia.
Gannon’s candid and joking addresses of even
the greatest tribulations made it truly
impossible to put down. Although satire at
times, Gannon is also able to really capture
the expectations and courage it takes - still - to
divert from female stereotypes created by
men, with total sensitivity and elegance. I
would encourage every woman to read this
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book, as it reminds us there’s more than one
way to live a life.

M. Wheldon-Posner

Artist of the week:

Suki Da Silva
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