
DRAMA 

Entry Requirements  

To be able to do Drama, you need...  

- Good English skills (6) —to write essays well 

and express yourself clearly.  

- Good Drama skills (6) —to understand how 

choices communicate to audiences - If you  

didn’t do GCSE Drama you need to apply for a 

suitability test to show your performance    

ability and your understanding of theatre.  

- But above all......You need a passion for     

Drama, an interest in theatre, collaborative 

working and the independence and willingness 

to work hard!  

What is Drama? Drama is the study of both acting, directing and design. It 
is  broader than mere performance and investigates a range of theatrical styles.  

Assessment in Drama 

(AO1) - Create and develop ideas to   

communicate meaning as part of the            
theatre  making process, making connections 
between  dramatic theory and practice—20%  

(AO2) - Apply theatrical skills to realise ar-
tistic  intentions in live performance - 30%  

(AO3) - Demonstrate knowledge and   

understanding of how drama and theatre 
is  developed and performed - 30%  

(AO4) - Analyse and evaluate their own work 
and  the work of others—20%  

Assessed via coursework (30%)   

performance (30%) and a written exam (40%) 

   
 

Exam board: Edexcel  

Link to course specification here 

Link to example exam papers here 

What will I learn?  

Component 1: Devising   

(Performance & Portfolio in Year 12) 
40% of qualification  
- Devise an original performance using one 
key  extract of a play as a stimulus and using 
the  methodologies of a theatrical practitioner.  
- Create a supporting portfolio analysing 
and  evaluating research, process, performance 
and knowledge of practitioner   

(60 marks—30%)  

Assessed final performance (20 marks - 10%) 

  
Component 2:Text in Performance
(Performance Exam in Year 13)  

20% of qualification  

- Externally examined group performance 
(36 marks—12%)  

- Externally examined monologue from 
a  different play text (24 marks—8%)  
 

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Prac-
tice  (Written Exam in Year 13)  

40% of qualification  

Section A – Live Theatre Evaluation (20 marks) 
- Analyse and evaluate live theatre in              
response  to a statement.  
Section B – Page to Stage (36 marks)  
- Demonstrate how you intend to realise 
an  extract of Machinal by Sophie Treadwell 
from  the perspective of a performer and a  
designer.  
Section C – Interpreting a Performance 
Text  (24 marks)  

- Practically study Woyzeck, by Georg Buchner. 
- Demonstrate how their production concept 
brings the text alive for a modern audience.  

- Outline how Bertolt Brecht has influenced 
their concept.  
- Demonstrate an in-depth understanding 
of  Woyzeck’s original performance conditions.— 
German Expressionism  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Drama%20and%20Theatre%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/a-level_drama_spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A-Level/Drama-and-Theatre-Studies/2016/Exam-materials/9DR0_03_que_20180612.pdf


Here’s what our students think!  

Complementary Subjects for Drama 
 English—analytical and evaluation of 

texts 
 History—investigations into how   

Social,  Political, Cultural and           
Historical factors affect  writing, thea-
tre and art  

 Politics—investigations into how   
Political,  Cultural and Historical fac-
tors affect writing,  theatre and art  

 Classics—analytical and evaluation of 
texts  and traditional performance 
style  

 Art—skills including set and costume 
design  are explored    

Careers in Drama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Studying Drama requires emotional maturity 
giving students a deep understanding 
of  themselves. It is a subject requiring a 
great  deal of peer trust and plays an           
important role  in teaching  communication, 
listening and  empathy skills.  

The skills learnt studying Drama are  far-
reaching and invaluable in later life in myriads 
of other professions.   

For example, being able to speak and          
present  confidently in front of people and 
the  independence Drama fosters, is useful 
in  many careers, such as:   

 

Lawyers, Barristers, Solicitors,                       
Advertising,  Marketing, TV, Media, Film,    
Theatrical Design and Events planning, among 
many others. 

Enrichment in Drama 
As well as exploring a wide range of theatri-
cal  styles and texts there are lots of other  op-
portunities.  

 
 Past collaborations include:  
 - The Royal Court 
 - The Donmar Warehouse 
 - The Old Vic 
 - The Unicorn Theatre  

 Theatre trips to a variety of venues, large 




