ENGLISH LITERATURE
What is English Literature A-Level? The study, interpretation, comparison
and contextualisation of a wide range of literary texts from poetry to drama
and fiction across time

What will I learn?
You will gain knowledge of literary texts across
the areas specified below, as well as being encouraged to read widely beyond the curriculum. You will gain the skills of making convincing evidence-based arguments evaluating interpretations and assessing the influence of
social and cultural factors on texts. Your understanding of culture and society will be enriched.
1) Drama and Poetry pre-1900 (exam)
Section 1: Shakespeare, with Hamlet the play
most often chosen by our teachers currently.
Section 2: a comparative study of Drama &
Poetry of this period. Teacher choices range
between Webster’s A Duchess of Malfi compared to Milton’s Paradise Lost Books 9 & 10,
to Ibsen’s A Doll’s House compared to Christina
Rossetti’s or Chaucer’s poetry.
2) Comparative and Contextual Study (exam)
Section 1: analysis of an unseen passage in the
chosen genre: currently ‘Women in Literature’.
Section 2: a comparative essay on two novels
from the chosen genre, showing an awareness
of the wider context. Current teacher choices
of core texts from the set list are Virginia
Woolf’s Mrs Dalloway compared to Zora Neale
Hurston’s Their Eyes were Watching God.
3) Literature post-1900 (coursework)
Task 1: detailed analysis of a post-1900 text OR
a ‘re-creative’ piece of writing accompanied by
a commentary explaining how your writing recreates the style of the original. You get to
choose which of these options to do: most
students choose and enjoy ‘re-creative’.
Task 2: a 2,000-word essay comparing two texts
of different genres, marked equally on all assessment objectives. Independence is encouraged in the choice of texts for this coursework
and in the planning and researching of the
essay. Popular choices are: for Task 1, Carol
Ann Duffy’s The World’s Wife; for Task 2,
Tennessee Williams’ A Streetcar Named Desire
compared to either Ian McEwan’s Atonement
or Zoe Heller’s Notes on a Scandal.

Assessment in English
You will be assessed on how well you can:
* Articulate informed responses to texts, with
accurate and coherent writing (AO1)

Analyse ways in which meanings are
shaped in literary texts (AO2)


Understand the significance of the
contexts in which texts are written and
received (AO3)



Explore connections across texts (AO4)



Explore texts informed by different
interpretations (AO5)

Exam questions include:


Close analysis of a passage from the
Shakespeare play studied and of an unseen passage within the genre studied
for Comparative and Contextual study



An essay on the Shakespeare play considering different interpretations (both
productions and critics’ views) over time



Comparative essays

Entry Requirements
You will need:


Minimum Grade 6 at English GCSE:
an analytical approach, clear writing skills



A genuine love of reading



An enjoyment of writing essays



Willingness to engage in independent
study



Resilence in approaching challenge

Exam board: OCR (H472)
Link to course specification here
Link to example exam papers here and here

Complementary Subjects


History: contextual understanding
Classical Civilisation: the roots of western
literature
Drama: study of playwrights’ methods and
directorial choices
Government & Politics: the influence of
these factors on literature across history
Psychology: perspectives on motivation and
key themes
Sociology: issues and ideas in society are
reflected in literature
Art: forms of expression, contextual understanding, visual elements of literature
REP: contexts and themes









Enrichment in English




Talks and lecture days
Theatre trips (recent trips include The
Duchess of Malfi at the Almeida Theatre)
‘A.L.E.’ (A-Level English Enrichment): seminars offered by different English teachers on
a range of subject connected to the
curriculum, with occasional guest speakers

Careers in English
A study of English Literature at A-Level will
equip you with important transferrable skills,
which can lead to a wide range of
careers. You’ll be great at any job that
requires precise and fluent written and verbal
communication, the ability to construct a persuasive argument, considering a range of
viewpoints, decision-making, understanding
complex written material, ability to work independently as well as diplomacy in a group setting. Some examples:
Law (solicitor, barrister), Publishing (e.g. Editor), Advertising, Marketing, Publicity, NGOs,
Government/Politics e.g. The Civil Service or
Foreign Office, Television/Radio/other media,
Teacher/Researcher, Human Resources, Acting, Public Relations.

Find out more in the meantime:

Read widely: try some of the novels,
poetry, plays and non-fiction texts
recommended on our A-Level general
reading list (link here)

Watch films of productions of plays such
as those by Shakespeare and Tennessee
Williams
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