MUSIC
What is A level Music? A level Music is a chance to extend and deepen your
musicianship as a performer, composer and listener.

What will I learn?
Component 1: Performing
Over the two-year course, you will have multiple opportunities to perform and receive
coaching and feedback. This will work towards
a final recital in the Spring of Y13, which can be
on any instrument and in a style of your choice.
Component 2: Composing
Building on your prior experience, you will be
challenged to extend your musical vocabulary.
Through practical workshopping of ideas, we
will explore ways of generating imaginative melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas, developing
material within musical structures, and composing idiomatically for voices and instruments.
One of your compositions will be ‘free’ - in a
style of your choice—and the other will be a
piece in the Western Classical Tradition (for
example, a Haydn-style movement for string
quartet.)
Component 3: Appraising
In this component, you will make close study of
a range of music. This will involve close analysis
as well as an exploration of wider musical traditions and movements, and their cultural and
historical context.
These will fall into three areas of study.
A: The Western Classical Tradition (The Development of the Symphony 1750-1900) including
two set works:

Haydn: Symphony No. 104 in D major,
'London'

Mendelssohn: Symphony No. 4 in A major, 'Italian'
D: Jazz 1920-1960
E: Into the Twentieth Century (European music
1895-1935) including two set works:

Poulenc: Trio for Oboe, Bassoon and Piano, Movement II

Debussy: Three Nocturnes, Number 1,
Nuages

Assessment in Music
The course will be assessed in the following
ways:
Component 1: Performing (35%)
Assessed via a 10-12 minute recital, performed
live to an audience and visiting examiner in the
Spring of Y13.
Component 2: Composition (25%)
Two pieces: one ’free’ composition and one
reflecting the Western Classical Tradition. Completed as coursework, with a combined length
of 4-6 mins.
Component 3: Appraising (40%)
Assessed via exam (2h15m) in the Summer of
Y13. This will cover the three areas of study
and feature a mix of short-answer questions
alongside essay responses.

Entry Requirements
Students should have achieved at least a 6 in
Music GCSE. They must also be able to perform
to at least ABRSM grade 5 level on their first
instrument (or voice) and be prepared to keep
up regular lessons and practice in this.
In order to succeed, it is highly recommended
that students begin the course able to read treble and bass clef fluently, and with a solid understanding of keys, chords and time signatures.
Exam board: Eduqas
Link to course specification
Link to example exam papers

Complementary Subjects
A level Music is a diverse course; it complements
all disciplines and there is no typical subject
combination for an A level musician.
Obvious parallels exist with other arts subjects
such as Drama, Dance and Art, but those taking
sciences also enjoy the technical rigour of music
analysis while students of History, Sociology,
Psychology bring a perspective on the context in
which music is created and heard.

Careers in Music
Careers involving music include:








Performing (including ensemble and
session work)
Composing and arranging (including for
film, TV and media)
Teaching and lecturing in music
Arts administration and policy
Music promotion
Music production
Music therapy

Enrichment in Music
A level musicians play a leading role in our extracurricular ensembles which include Symphony
Orchestra, Jazz Band and Chamber Choir. There
are extensive opportunities to perform in formal
concerts as well as less formal settings such as
sixth form assemblies. A level musicians have
also helped compose, arrange and record music
for Drama and Dance productions.
We are fortunate enough to work with a number
of world-class organisations. Current and recent
projects include work with :

Oxford University,

Royal Academy of Music

Wigmore Hall

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra & Chloe
Hanslip

Here’s what our students think!

Additionally, a large number of students A
level musicians go on to diverse careers including law, medicine, finance and management. A level Music is well respected by universities and employers.
The department has a very healthy track record of supporting students going on to take
music at universities and music colleges.

