Religion, Ethics and Philosophy (REP)
What is Religion, Ethics and Philosophy (REP)? REP involves the application
of different religious, ethical and philosophical ideas to a variety of theoretical, social and spiritual issues.

What will I learn?
You will learn about a variety of topics which
you will analyse through the lens of ethical,
philosophical and theological perspectives:
Paper 1: 3 hour exam (50% of the A Level)
Philosophy of Religion and Ethics
Ethics - Year 1 Content
 Ethical theories: Natural Moral Law,
Situation Ethics, and Virtue Ethics.
 Application of these theories to theft/lying.
 Strengths/weaknesses of these theories.
 Application to embryo research; abortion;
euthanasia, and the death penalty.
 Application to the use of animals in intensive
farming, scientific procedures, blood sports,
and organ-transplantation.
Ethics - Year 2 Content
 Ethical theories: Kantian Deontology and
Bentham’s Utilitarianism and their
consistency with religious ethics.
 The nature, role and value of conscience:,
and its application to lying, adultery and
breaking promises.
 Free will and moral responsibility: the conditions and extent of moral responsibility,
and issues of reward and punishment.
 Meta-ethical theories: naturalism, nonnaturalism and divine command theory, and
the strengths/weaknesses of these ideas.
Philosophy - Year 1 Content
 Different arguments for God’s existence
and criticisms of these arguments.
 The problem of evil and suffering and
different responses to this problem.
 The nature and interpretation of religious and spiritual experience.
 The challenge of verifying religious
experience, and religious responses to
this challenge, including the influence
and value of religious experience for
religious faith.

Philosophy - Year 2 Content
 The nature and meaning of religious
language, including challenges to the
meaningfulness of religious language, and
responses to these challenges.
 Strengths/weaknesses of the differing
understandings of religious language.
 Differing understandings of the nature and
meaning of ‘miracles’ and the significance
of these views for religion.
 The nature and existence of the soul, the
relationship between body and soul, and
personal existence after death.
Paper 2: 3 hour exam (50% of the A Level)
Christianity and Dialogues
Christianity—Year 1 Content
 Sources of wisdom and authority:
the Bible; Church; Jesus.
 God: monotheism; God as personal, as the
father, and as love; God in process theology.
 Meaning of life; resurrection; the nature of
judgement, heaven, hell and purgatory;
objective immortality in process thought.
 Good moral conduct; the sanctity of life;
dominion and stewardship.
 Expressions of religious identity: baptism;
Holy Communion; mission of the church.
Christianity—Year 2 Content
 Christianity, gender and sexuality and
developments in Christian thought, including feminist approaches.
 The influence of science and how Christianity has responded over time.
 Christianity and secularisation, the rise of
militant atheism, and developments in
Christian thought over time.
Exam board: AQA
Link to course specification: here
Link to example exam papers : here

Assessment in REP
REP A Level assesses the skills of:
(A01): Knowledge, understanding & practical
application of concepts and theories.
(A02): Critical analysis and argumentation.
Paper 1 assesses Philosophy and Ethics and
consists of 2 sets of A01 and A02 questions for
each section: a total of 8 questions.
A01 questions have a maximum of 10 marks
and should take roughly 17 minutes.
A02 questions have a maximum of 15 marks
and should take roughly 27 minutes.
Paper 2 assesses Christianity and Dialogues
and consists of 1 set of A01 and A02 questions
for each section: a total of 4 questions.
Paper 2 also includes 2 x 25 mark Dialogues
questions (from a choice of 2 questions): x1
for Philosophy and x1 Ethics. These questions
are synoptic and could involve material from
across the course.

Entry Requirements
To study REP, you need good English skills (6)—
to be able to write essays well and express
yourself clearly.
But above all...... You need to have a curiosity
about ethical, philosophical and theological
questions, and the willingness to work hard!

Complementary Subjects
 Classics: Links to Ancient philosophers and

questions about life and the universe.
 English: Essay writing, and links to ethical,
theological and philosophical and themes
in different texts.
 History: Gives background context to
different periods in Christianity, and to the
development of philosophical, theological
and ethical ideas over time.
 Sociology: The relationship between
religion and society and the role religion
plays in our lives.

Enrichment in REP
 Conferences—to improve subject

knowledge and exam technique.
 Trips and visits—include local universities, St Paul’s Cathedral, and beyond.
 Guest speakers—people in the fields
of Religion, Ethics and Philosophy.
 Philosophy Society—discussions about key
philosophical questions including the nature of truth, the existence of God, medical
ethics, and many more.

Careers in REP
Here’s what our students think!

Studying REP opens the doors to a wide
variety of careers, from International Aid and
Development Work, to Lecturing, Youth and
Advice Work, Charity Fundraising, becoming a
Chaplain, Journalism, Film-Making, and even
being a Teacher of Religious Studies.

