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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 

W 
hen I read the draft copy of this 

edition of the St Marylebone Mes-

senger, I was moved.   

Schools and young people do not 

get the positive media coverage they de-

serve. Every day in our school community, adver-

sity is faced and overcome. Students assemble 

around problems to solve - whether personal, 

mathematical, artistic or social. Students give 

voice to their views, in debate, in writing and pub-

lication, in podcasts, in art, technology, dance 

and in ambassador meetings. Students listen to 

and learn from each other. Students make con-

nections between things which would otherwise be siloed, thinking synoptically. Students make mistakes and 

learn that they can pick themselves up again. Every day, staff here help all these things to happen.   

 

No-one asks for a sticker or a medal for this. Students and staff learn and work together because it is a life 

practice, a communal existence, a day-by-day learning which, incrementally, is what contributes to the grow-

ing good of the world. As you read this Messenger, look for the examples of what I have listed above.  As we 

re-assemble after months of fragmentation, notice the momentum and will to come together. I cannot put it 

better than our Deputy Head Girl does on page 15: 

 

“The truth about the Marylebone community spirit is that it can never be crushed, even in the darkest or most 

unprecedented of times. Being a Marylebone student and having such love for our school community truly 

becomes a part of you. Whether you feel unmotivated, angry or overwhelmed, a single conversation with 

teachers or friends, or interacting with someone new in a virtual club makes more of a difference than you 

know. Amidst feelings of anger and loss we have found fresh feelings of love and support for a community 

which has kept us afloat, albeit through a screen. With reopening of school being a beacon of hope and a 

step towards some semblance of normality, just remember that we have come so far, and we will get through 

this.”   

Ms Pugh 
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UNCRUSHABLE SPIRIT  



GREAT VIRTUAL DEBATES 

   The conversation of lockdown has been particularly prevalent.  Debating changes  your way of understand-

ing a topic. It also pushes you to empathise with other opinions that would not necessarily match your 

own. The debate ended with a win for the proposition, with memorable arguments such as, ‘lockdown has im-

pacted mental health negatively, as it has isolated those from their family and friends’. A strong fight was 

made by the opposition with points such as ‘lockdown has provided us with a way to control the virus’, making 

it a very animated debate. 

   Many were worried that debating club would be postponed until our return to school, however the chance to 

debate online in a relaxed environment eased us back into the debating scene upon our return to school. It’s 

also an enjoyable and productive way to spend of your free time.  

L 
ockdown has been a hard time for 

many  people. It has been a struggle  

to stay engaged and connected, let 

alone to try something new. However 

during lockdown, debating club was switched 

online and was open to all Year 10 and 11 stu-

dents, and was  one of the most enjoyable 

clubs to attend.  Debating not only boosts con-

fidence but also allows for you to really engage 

in interesting and controversial discussions. It 

provides great opportunities to achieve a live 

and vibrant atmosphere of  heated conversa-

tion. The first debate of Term 4 took place on 

Thursday the 14th of January with the motion: 

This house believes that lockdowns are 

against democratic norms and should not be 

allowed.  

This house believes that lockdowns 

are against democratic norms and 

should not be allowed.  

DEBATING 

I 
t's a rather unique form of freedom to be able to mould a picture of the world in as many different ways 

as you want and be uninhibited in the image you construct. Academic life can be restrictive but with de-

bating you have free rein to explore whatever you want. In fact, I always saw debating as separate to my 

academic life, it was and is one of the things I do simply because I love it. With this in mind, I really want-

ed to run Debating Club and with the support of wonderful teachers like Mr Vadhwana. 

   Running Debating has stretched me to improve as a debater and highlighted the smaller,  less appreciated 

things about the art. Firstly, it's a team sport. The quality of your points is mainly derived from your ability to 

link them with those of your colleagues to create a coherent argument. Secondly, it’s  a chance to combine 

both intellectual and creative sensibilities and engage with ideas in new and exciting ways, it's about theat-

rics, innovation and nuance. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, I realised debating is about emotion; ac-

tively engaging with new perspectives, feeling part of a team and stepping out of your comfort zone, a reality 

very different to the quintessential image I held of debating as simply an exercise of intellectualism.  

   However the most meaningful part of running Debating Club has been watching my debaters grow over the 

past 4 years. To see them form friendships, push themselves with every debate, gain and grow not just into 

brilliant debaters but brilliant individuals. For an art form that’s meant to ingrain the skills of communication 

and eloquence in you, I ironically have no idea how to explain just how rewarding an experience this has 

been.  

 

DEBATING CLUB: A  CHANCE TO GROW 
Tilly H-B, and Nadine S, Year 10  

Simran L, Year 13 



MARYLEBONE’S TOP 5 BOOKS! 

‘The Hate U Give’ by Angie Thomas 

   It is about a girl named Starr who has to deal with the shooting of her childhood best 

friend (Khalil) as a consequence of racial profiling, systemic racism and corruption with-

in the US police force. She travels between two suburbs (one being a majority black-

filled neighbourhood and the other being a majority white-filled neighbourhood.) She 

works towards gaining justice for Khalil but also for all black people who were shot and 

killed by the police. It tackles modern problems in a way that is raw given the reality that 

many people face. It doesn't try to reach a happy ending where a happy ending is not 

possible. It is especially relevant in the current climate.  

‘Moments of Being’ by Virginia Woolf 

   It's her autobiographical writing, unpublished in her lifetime, mostly about her child-

hood and young adulthood. It is really illuminating about how her Victorian upbringing 

in London as well as the tragedies she lived through - the deaths of her mother, her 

step-sister and her brother, all before she was 25, affected her. It casts light on her 

fiction which is very influenced by her life experiences. The title comes from the idea 

that there are particular 'moments in our life where we feel really alive - 'moments of 

being', whereas there are others (where nothing interesting is happening or where 

one is depressed) that she calls 'non-being'.  

  ‘Born a crime: Stories from a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah’ 

The compelling, inspiring, (often comic) coming-of-age story of Trevor Noah, set during the twilight of 

apartheid and the tumultuous days of freedom that followed. I would thoroughly recommend this book 

(or the adapted for younger readers version) to give people an insight into growing up in apartheid South 

Africa. There were times I laughed. Times where I was utterly shocked. And a few times when I got a bit 

emotional. Trevor Noah did a great job explaining the horrors of domestic violence and 

the lack of protection for women and children that still exists all over the world today.  

‘Rebecca’ by Daphne du Maurier 

   This gripping book is about a young woman who impetuously marries a wealthy, myste-

rious widower, only to find out that, what they thought would be a new beginning, is 

haunted by the memory of his deceased wife, Rebecca. This book contains everything 

that a great book holds. It took me a while to make it my priority but when I did, I could-

n’t put it down. I was gripped by the progressing events, shouting at the main character 

to not do things and gasping at mysteries that would unravel. READ THIS!  

   ‘This is Going to Hurt” by Adam Kay 

In reading this book I gained an immense amount of respect for any NHS worker. The author Adam Kay 

gives a hilarious, diary-styled recollection of his time working as a gynaecologist in hospital. This book 

made me grimace and laugh and almost cry. It explored deep thoughts and emotions whilst keeping 

the general aura of the book light hearted and humorous.  I felt like the book had an almost conversa-

tional tone. I grew to love Dr Kay and felt more educated about the busy, generous lives NHS workers 

lead for the sake of the general public, which is particularly important given the sacrifice of NHS work-

ers in the current COVID climate. 10/10 recommend. 

  READING  

I 
n lockdown, reading was encouraged in students as a healthy escape from one’s home. Here are 

some books that were particularly enjoyed by students and staff alike:  

Betsy W, Year 10 

Theodora B, Year 12 

Mr Biring 

Ms Owen 

Nadine S, Year 10 



CREATIVITY IN MATHS? 

A 
s a performing arts school, striving for 

creativity, we often overlook the area of 

study where creativity is arguably the 

most prevalent: maths. It is uncommon 

to associate the words ‘creativity’ and 

‘maths’ with each other, however a recent discus-

sion between maths students ranging from Years 

10-13 highlighted the importance of creativity in 

maths. 

 

 

 

 

   The first topic of discussion was  about where we see creativity 

in Maths, to which a recurrent answer appeared - creativity is pre-

sent in the way one approaches maths and the variety of prob-

lems it has to offer. One notable comparison made of maths was 

its similarity to a map, where countless paths interconnect, repre-

senting the nature in which the interrelatedness of maths as an 

amalgamation of innumerable theorems proved over thousands 

of years allows for there to be many different paths available to 

take to get from A to B.  It also builds on the idea that each per-

son has their own unique way of thinking, which has been built 

and influenced by numerous factors, such as the environment 

they live in, or where their interests and hobbies lie. Each path 

taken to reach the final destination, in this case the final answer, 

has been impacted by that person’s own way of thinking and intu-

ition - the singularity of that person’s train of thought is what 

makes their approach to the problem creative. 

 
   The discussion led on to think about 

the importance of creativity in Maths. An 

interesting point raised was about how 

creativity in Maths nurtures our way of 

thinking for both in and out of education, 

and how we are able to take away the tools and skills we accumulate in the classroom  and apply them to 

real-world situations. Creativity in Maths allows us to be perseverant, strive for the answer, taking a path 

individual to our own choices, and to not be afraid of getting it wrong. This teaches us important lessons to 

always persevere, not matter what challenge we are faced with, because there will always be a solution, and 

maths greatly contributes to building this courage to embark on the journey to reach the solution. 

 

   The discussion raised many thought-provoking ideas and challenged the common misconceptions of 

maths as a set of defined equations for one to memorise. The experience of taking part in this discussion 

was useful for me to re-evaluate my own sentiments towards maths and how creativity has played a big role 

in building my confidence and thinking in Maths. 

Mei Y, Year 12 

MATHS  

Creativity in Maths allows us to be per-

severant, strive for the answer, taking a 

path individual to our own choices, and 

to not be afraid of getting it wrong.  



STAYING INSPIRED! 

F 
rom origami and paper cutting designs to making air-dry clay and 

dreamcatchers, the arts and crafts club has run many sessions ex-

ploring a range of techniques and styles of arts and crafts. Students 

from Year 7 to Year 13 have joined our virtual sessions and let their imagi-

nation and creativity flow, producing amazing work. They can interact with 

other students outside of their lessons from other year groups, which 

wouldn’t have been possible on-site due to COVID restrictions regarding 

year group bubbles. The sessions are a space for students to discuss what 

creative things they have been making during lockdown and getting inspira-

tion from others. The discussions also inform us about what projects we 

could do in future sessions. These sessions are a space for students to dis-

connect from their schoolwork and routine of 

online lessons, and to help them relieve stress.  

 

 

 

ART 

   Izzy A (12D1) was second place winner for a critical piece that she 

wrote about 'Standing figure with African Masks' by Claudette Johnson. 

Well done Izzy! Below is an excerpt from her prize-winning work:  

   Claudette Johnson's practice is characterised by closely examining the 

limits and barriers thrown at black women both past and present. Her 

ambition is to take back black women's experience 'which has been dis-

torted, hidden and denied' in all corners of their lives. She deliberately 

works on a massive scale to elevate her subjects, allowing them to take 

up a space that is entirely theirs – a space that echoes who they are, 

their experience, their struggle and their joy. This deeply emotional art 

form is rooted in Johnson's belief in finding purpose through art. 

   Standing Figure with African Masks is one of her few self-reflections, 

where she exposes herself, honestly and critically. A confident woman is pictured with a strong and supportive 

hand on her hip, suggesting her self-reliant nature. She stares down at the viewer, with a wise and knowing 

aura in her eyes. Johnson offers the viewer a temporary lens into her reality, whilst revolutionising the concept 

of reflections as we realise small facets of ourselves through her presence. 

Izzy A, Year 12 

WRITE ON ART COMPETITION 

Standing Figure with African 

Masks   

Fatimah M, Year 7  

Lily B, Year 10 

https://artuk.org/discover/artists/johnson-claudette-b-1959


DANCE WITH A DIFFERENCE 

D 
ance has had to undergo quite a few changes this year because of the pandemic. Due to the high risk 

of transmission when teaching our subject, we made the difficult decision to move all KS3 Dance les-

sons to classrooms at the start of the academic year. This enabled students to participate in dance 

safely and continue their learning in a better controlled environment. Students in Years 7- 9 got the chance to 

learn some repertoire from Matilda The Musical, learn about 'Tutting' and how to perform this Hip Hop tech-

nique, and also learn about Style Fusion, in particular the fusion of Bharatanatyam and Contemporary dance. 

Bharatanatyam is a classical Indian dance, which uses Mudras (hand gestures) to help communicate the story 

or the emotions of a dance. Students learnt how to perform different mudras and traditional Bharatanatyam 

movements. Across each unit students were able to learn challenging phrases and also choreograph their own 

movement material. This year we also introduced a project called 'What is Dance to me?', where each student 

got the chance to talk to their class about their own dance experience, whether that be training in a particular 

style from an early age, family tradition, or just simply enjoying particular music videos or stage shows.  

   This Year, Year 7 and 8 have learnt how to perform choreography from the stage show Chicago, and Year 9 

students  completed an independent music video project whilst learning from home. Although not being in the 

studio was a challenge for us, we really enjoyed seeing everyone learning the choreography in their online les-

sons, or contributing fantastic ideas when we have been analysing professional works. We are very proud of all 

of the students who have taken on the difficult challenge of dancing at home and on a screen.  

   When in school , Year 11 GCSE Dance students and Year 13 A Level Dance students were working hard on 

preparing for their practical 

exams, and Year 11 man-

aged to complete their set 

phrase exam before the 

Christmas break. Year 10 

and 12 students were explor-

ing different dance styles and 

creating unique pieces of 

choreography with their class-

mates, whilst navigating the 

challenges of COVID.   

   Exam preparation  continued during home learning for our GCSE and A Level Dance students, but with more 

emphasis on theory work. GCSE students  learnt about the GCSE anthology works, with groups creating presen-

tations offering their own analysis and interpretations. Practical lessons were also are taking place across the 

week to keep students active, and offered a change from sitting down, but naturally these are trickier to do 

whilst we are at home! A Level Dance students have also been enjoying a virtual 'communal run' with Mrs 

Montsumi!  Well done Marylebone– keep on dancing! 

Ms Nelson, Head of Dance 

ROYAL COURT WORKSHOP 
Attending the Royal Court’s workshop was an enriching, inspiring opportunity 

where I received invaluable advice and mentorship from professional play-

wrights. The exercises we were given stimulated me to write and helped me 

build a catalogue of ideas that helped me achieve my monologue. I finished the course with a greater under-

standing of scriptwriting and now have the confidence to continue my journey of monologue writing.  

Izzy M, Year 13 

PERFORMING ARTS 



T 
 his academic year has seen a wide 

range of  articles from a variety of topics, 

from politics to the environment, to the 

pandemic and book reviews, and 

NewsTues has covered it all!  On this page are 

some of our highlights.  

   The four weeks dedicated to Black History 

Month has never seemed sufficient in providing 

the much-needed representation in a Eurocentric 

education system. This isn’t to attack schools, as 

there is only a certain amount of time they have to 

educate  students with subjects that legally have 

to be taught. However, Black history should be 

dispersed across the curriculum and taught 

throughout the year. How the teaching is applied 

within schools has proven Black History Month 

unfit for purpose. In my experience of Black Histo-

ry Month, I’ve often found that Black history itself 

has become misconstrued with the oppression of 

Black people. Ultimately, this fails society by asso-

ciating racism with the history of Black people, 

distancing the imperialistic nature of Europe’s his-

tory and shadowing Black excellence. The implica-

tion that all the accomplishments of a race can be 

reduced to four weeks or that this should be 

viewed as separate or ‘less than’ European histo-

ry, undermines fair representation of ethnic minor-

ities in itself.  

Mya B,  Year 13 

 

GOOD NEWS FEED 
The Good News Feed started as an editorial in Octo-

ber. I had been uninspired by the news and wanted to 

move away from the depressing current affairs that 

most of the media had been presenting.  I knew that I 

was not the only one fed up with media's continual 

pessimism. Luckily, it was well-received. Our readers 

loved stories like that of Max (pictured below), the thir-

teen year old springer who received the first ever ani-

mal OBE for providing comfort to his owner during their 

walks in the Lake District! 

Lucy G  Year 13 

 

 

 

MENTAL HEALTH    
The new weekly mental health newsletter has ad-

dressed  the particular pressures of these strenuous 

time.  We recognise that it’s important to always check 

in with ourselves and each other and ensure we’re do-

ing things every week that make us feel good! Our 

aims as Mental Health Ambassadors are: 

-To learn about mental health without the stigma. 

-To promote an inclusive community within the school. 

-To help change attitudes in school about mental 

health and to reduce the stigma. 

-To encourage students to have more open communi-

cation in school with teachers and other students.  

-To reduce the judgement of others in school and in 

the wider community. Remember you are not alone, 

‘mental health, mental illness’ are not bad words. Be 

kind to yourself.   

Lily D-C, Year 13 

NEWSTUES HIGHLIGHTS 20/21 

NEWSTUES 

Black history should be dis-

persed across the curriculum 

and taught throughout the year.  

IS BLACK HISTORY 

MONTH HARMFUL? 



DEBATING BREXIT 

What is a Constitution? (Belin M) 

   A constitution is an established set of fun-

damental principles and precedents by 

which a state is governed by. A constitution 

defines the powers and functions of a gov-

ernment and outlines the rights of ordinary 

citizens. A codified constitution is one which 

is entrenched and given higher legal status 

above all other laws. Many nations have 

one, most notably the USA. The UK Constitu-

tion is uncodified and can be easily altered. 

The most im-

portant aspect 

of the UK’s 

constitution is 

the principle of 

“Parliamentary Sovereignty”, the idea that 

parliament can amend and make any laws 

and cannot bind its successors, which a cod-

ified constitution would precisely do. 

Don't we already have one? (Isabel R) 

   Why did Britain not adopt a clearly estab-

lished and protected set of principles where 

the US, and other liberal democracies did? 

This would require a consideration of Brit-

ain’s long political development, but it could 

be argued that the absence of one to date 

suggests it is unnecessary as the system is 

functioning. The basis for the current consti-

tution: statute law; common law; treaties; 

authoritative works and conventions have 

varying degrees of authority. Treaties seem 

substantial in guaranteeing their contents, 

to break them would be to risk war or a 

breakdown in foreign relations. Conventions 

are obviously flawed as the principles they 

attempt to guarantee crave legal authority. 

Consequently for many, the clarity and pro-

tections that would come with a codified 

constitution is increasingly appealing. 

Why is now the 'Moment'? (Isabel R) 

   Brexit has shown how easy it is to make a fundamental consti-

tutional change on the basis of just an advisory referendum, 

which commanded the support of only half of the electorate. 

The ‘constitutional requirements’ for the implementation of 

Brexit were so unclear that the government had to be taken to 

the Supreme Court to prevent it starting the exit process without 

Parliament’s consent. This not only shows the lack of clarity sur-

rounding the current constitution, but also highlights the need 

for checks and balances to constrain the power of the Execu-

tive. The final, and perhaps the most concerning, problem with 

the constitution that has been demonstrated in recent years is 

the insufficient guarantee for Human Rights. The Conservative 

Manifesto pledge in 2017 to consider the Human Rights frame-

work post-Brexit has sparked concern over the ease at which 

they can be repealed on the principle of Parliamentary Sover-

eignty.   

The case against a written consti-

tution (Elye C) 

   A codified constitution under-

mines “Parliamentary Sovereignty”: the idea that parliament 

always has ultimate authority. Even Supreme Court cases do 

not take precedence over parliament. Superficially, this may 

look like a dangerous threat to civil rights; corrupt politicians 

can disregard rulings from the Supreme Court. However, the UK 

has a representative democracy ; to say that the views of une-

lected and unaccountable judiciary should outweigh MPs' is  

undemocratic. Furthermore, our constitution is protected by 

conventions. In the same way that the Queen could decide she 

has had enough and refuse to give her signature for new laws, a 

government could refuse to acknowledge a Supreme Court rul-

ing. However, not only is this unlikely to happen, it cannot hap-

pen. Both the Queen and our MPs who sit in the House of Com-

mons know that disorder would ensue should they ignore the 

rules of our constitution, even if it is unwritten. 

   There is no need to codify the Constitution, as it would be det-

rimental to the protection of rights. Entrenching any rules will tie 

the country to the prejudices of that moment. It would be naïve 

to believe that we can predict all viewpoints and peoples that 

may emerge in the future. The US Constitution is an example of 

one that once protected outdated values (Prohibition or Slav-

ery), but there is a convoluted process to change them. In the 

UK, new laws can be passed and old ones repealed, all by elect-

ed MPs who are accountable to the public. 

 

Y 
ear 12 debate whether now is 

the time for Britain to write a 

Constitution. 

POLITICS 

BRITAIN’S ‘CONSTITUTIONAL MOMENT’? 

A codified constitution undermines 

“Parliamentary Sovereignty”.  



UNDER THE BLOCK  

U 
nder the Block Records is Marylebone’s very own record label 

run by Music Tech students. The interruption of the pandemic 

last year meant that the launch of the label had to be delayed, 

but in September we officially rolled out to the whole school. The pur-

pose of this was to provide a platform where students would be able 

to share music that they have created, and we would help to promote 

it across the school. A Soundcloud page has been launched where all 

of the music that has been sent in is published. All of the artwork, 

such as the logo and the song covers for this year, have been made 

by Sam H (year 13), and Emily M (year 10) has been running the weekly Recommended Listening section in 

the Bulletin, and managing the Soundcloud page. 

 

Music has been such a key part of many people’s lockdown experience, and so with the announcement of 

the latest lockdown, we decided to start the recommended listening segment. We have taken suggestions 

from teachers, students, friends and family as a way to help people to engage with new artists and genres 

that they may not have encountered or listened to before. We have really enjoyed the whole experience of 

setting up a record label, and we have lined up a 

lot of plans for the future. We hope that the label 

will grow into a key part of the Marylebone Com-

munity and we are looking forward to hearing all 

of the music people have to offer! 

Some of our recommendations from this year 

include: Future Nostalgia by Dua Lipa; Songs 

and Instrumentals by Adrianne Lenker; Punisher 

by Phoebe Bridgers; Shore by Fleet Foxes and 

RTJ4 by Run the Jewels. Check them out! 

Emily M, Year 13 

 

MUSIC / CLASSICS 

 

The St John's College Classics and Ancient History Competition is an essay-writing competition for Y12 students 

in the UK, whether or not they are a student of Classics. It runs every year and students are given a choice of 

essay titles to choose from. Remi G in Year 12 won second prize for his essay ‘Nice Guys Finish last’. Well done 

Remi!  Below is an extract from the essay:  

Questioning whether ‘nice guys/girls finish last’ is in itself misleading. The idea of finishing last suggests that 

figures in literature are in a linear race, implying they are 1-Dimensional, which is untrue. Characters, much like 

people, are multifaceted and complex in nature with many quirks and flaws. However, when attempting an 

overview of figures in ‘ancient literature’ by sewing together the key themes observed, pictures start to form. 

Mythological male heroes, like Odysseus, seem to overcome any strife despite some of their actions being  

morally questionable. Conversely, nice women in both myth and religion seem to have finished last narratively 

and historically, with their true voices retroactively being either tarnished or diminished. While it is hard to take 

all of ancient literature into account without generalizing, there is one thing for certain; those who are good 

 and, most importantly, truly devoted to the gods are spared in times of great calamity, finishing first by 

surviving last.  

Remi  G, Year 12 

NICE GUYS FINISH LAST 

SMS Speaks : This year has seen 

the launch of our podcast, SMS 

speaks. Students have collaborated 

to provide commentary on a num-

ber of items from the halo code to 

Ramdan. You can find it on the 

school website! 



NOT QUITE AN EMPTY SCHOOL 

O 
ne of the biggest changes the Premises Team had to adapt to during the pandemic was altering shift 

patterns. Usually we each cover a set time of day, every day - so one member of the team will open the 

school, one will cover the middle part of the day and one person is responsible for locking up. When 

school is closed we have to limit the number of people on site. Safety & security are paramount when staff 

and pupils are present but when empty, the buildings continue to need frequent maintenance. A site keeper 

is always on duty. In the early days, to avoid transmission of the virus one caretaker would cover the whole 

day, this was often longer than 12 hours.  

   New challenges continue to arise from this ever changing pandemic. A lot of work, time and energy has 

gone into effectively preparing and modifying the school so anyone using or visiting the site remains as safe 

as possible. Last March that was all a bit daunting, there were many steps into the uncharted and without 

time to properly prepare for potential obstacles. The unknown might have proven detrimental to the way we 

advanced. Fortunately, St Marylebone has a strong leadership team who have consistently formulated and 

orchestrated plans to ensure we continue onwards. This leadership is inspiring, and over a year later I take a 

lot more in my stride, feeling competent to manage challenges which fall under the Premises' remit and will-

ing to help with responsibilities outside of my own duties.  

   With fewer people on site there have been great opportunities to make incredible improvements to the 

grounds, buildings and facilities - these are carried out by specialist contractors. Among the improvements is 

a brand new retractable seating assembly in the theatre. The company who installed the seating gave the 

Premises Team a quick demonstration on how to operate it and how it's maintained. I'm really excited to see 

it being used for its intended purpose. I've also noticed everyone sharing responsibilities more than usual as 

the need to support one another increases. Late last Spring, I helped Miss Swan conduct a P.E. lesson, which 

was really fun, although admittedly I was relieved only a few people witnessed my efforts to star-jump in work 

trousers and boots! 

   With such little activity on site we discovered a fox 

had been living on the grounds early last Summer, 

sleeping outside Art 1 at the top of the D-Block 

stairs. Foxes discourage rats and other vermin so I 

was pleased to see this healthy, happy, helper 

peacefully resting in the sun. 

 

   For a collaborative video project I had to carry a 

few 80cm confetti cannons on my back as I cycled 

to school early one morning. My heart was in my 

mouth with every single bump as I pictured the can-

nons firing a cloud of colourful ticker tape behind 

me, and how I would explain that to passers by. 

 

   Every so often I recount the silver linings, I feel a 

greater appreciation for the things I took for granted 

and being considered a 'key worker' crystallised the 

importance of my role and others like it.            Dru Henderson interviewed by Esther M, Year 10  

 MESSAGE FROM PREMISES 

The Marylebone Messenger Team would like to say Thank you to 

Dru, Jason, Mark, Joe and Bortollo for all the hard work you’ve put 

in to keeping us safe in 2020/2021!  



                     

 

 

Adolf Hitler began persecuting Jews as soon as he took office in Germany in 1933. His 

reasons for this were vile and unreasonable. He believed that Jews were vermin and had 

a negative impact on society.  

Hitler played into this anti-Semitism by blaming the Jews for Germany's failure in World 

War One. The Nazi race scientists 

falsely accused the Jews of being sec-

ond-class citizens. As soon as Hitler 

took power, he started a campaign of 

persecution. Many civil rights of Jewish people were taken 

away by the Nuremberg Laws of 1935. Another event, 

known as Kristallnacht (the "Night of Broken Glass"), oc-

curred on November 9, 1938, where businesses, syna-

gogues, and homes owned by Jews were targeted and burned. 

 

Many citizens in Germany at the time were struggling and had dealt with previous regimes of unreliable lead-

ers for years.  When Hitler took power, he presented them with a new strategy. He told them that if they 

could solve the “Jewish dilemma”, their fortunes would improve. As a result, many Germans hated Jews be-

cause they couldn't understand why "these foreigners" made more money than they did. 

Jadesola O.,Year 9 

 

 

THE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

W 
ednesday 27th January marked Holocaust Memorial Day, on 

which we remember the six million Jews murdered during the Hol-

ocaust, alongside the millions of other people killed under Nazi 

Persecution and in genocides that followed in Cambodia, Rwan-

da, Bosnia and Darfur. The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 

2021 is 'Be the light in the darkness'. 

Even though commemoration events were slightly different this year, house-

holds across the UK at 8pm, lit candles and put them in their windows to re-

member those who were murdered for who they were and to make a stand 

against prejudice and hatred today. 

Thank you very much to the students who shared their photos of their person-

al commemorative moments. 

Rebecca L, Year 10 

 

HISTORY 

REFLECTION ON BELSON TRIP 2020 
On the 4th of February , some Year 12s visited Bergen-Belsen as part of the Belsen 75 project. The project 

aimed to teach people about the history of Bergen-Belsen, why it is so important for British memory of the 

Holocaust and, amongst other things, to challenge anti-Semitism today. Below is a student reflection:  

 

“I was struck by the vast emptiness of the space. Unlike Auschwitz, which has become synonymous with the 

Holocaust, where there are huts and items belonging to those who died there, Belsen is quite the opposite, 

and instead has very few remaining structures, as a result of a typhus outbreak surrounding the period of 

liberation, when it was decided that the barracks should be burnt to contain further outbreaks of disease.”  

Ursula B,  Year 13 

RACE SCIENCE AND PERSECUTION 
Extract from an essay on The Holocaust. 

Hitler played into anti-

Semitism by blaming Jews for 

Germany’s failure in WW1. 



HISTORY 

AUDRE LORDE: TYRANNY OF 

SILENCE 

D 
uring the Pride month of February  the history society gath-

ered to celebrate the life and legacy of the queer, African-

American author and activist, Audre Geraldine Lorde (1934-

92). Lorde’s poetry and seminal work on intersectionality 

has placed her at the heart of several liberation movements 

that were emerging out of 20th century America, most notably Black 

Feminism. Now, more than ever, her teachings are worth reflecting 

on.  

As an author, Audre set out to tell the gritty truth. She had 

once stated that she had a duty to speak the truth as she saw 

it. Her polemical social critique was a result of her desire to 

write about the America that she had grown up in. The Ameri-

ca where she had found refuge in its margins. The America 

that had imbued her ancestors with internalised hatred. A ha-

tred that she inherited.  

In spite of her views, she was not a defeatist. The self-

described ‘black-lesbian-mother-warrior-poet’  encouraged 

those, who like her, had been side-lined by societal con-

straints, to band together. From there, they could work collec-

tively to eradicate the conventions that had made her Ameri-

can experience so crushing. This is because she recognised 

that those in positions of authority were less inclined to make change for her. Lorde famously said that ‘the 

master’s tools will never dismantle the master’s house’. And, with no doubt, a contemporary audience knows 

the power of protest. 

Lorde’s life of incessant activism wasn’t for nothing. She triggered debate on the intersectionality of feminism. 

Lorde proved that there was a great deal to be done to conquer the ‘tyranny of silence’. 

Grace F, Year 12 

“The women that sustained 

me were Black and White, 

old and young, lesbian, bi-

sexual, and heterosexual, 

and we all shared a war 

against the tyranny of  si-

lence.” Audre Lorde 

MAKING HISTORY 
On the 30th March some Year 12 students organ-

ised an inclusive fundraising opportunity to stand 

in solidarity for women suffering. A major aspect 

that was focussed on was the intersectional spirit 

that needed to be considered when planning any 

such activities.  

The majority of Year 12 students gathered in the 

park at lunch time and had an open talk about what could be done to  improve our understanding  intersec-

tional oppression. We all wore red as a gesture of solidarity.  It was an educational and amazing experience. 

£530 was raised and split between 3 charities and donations for the Marylebone project were collected.  Fur-

thermore an Instagram account was created which to this day is active as a safe online space for feminism, 

homophobia, racism, transphobism and ableism to be discussed.   

Theodora B, Year 12 

 



 
 

 

O 
n Monday 8th February, some students were invited to a VISA Women in Technology workshop and 

panel discussion. The panel consisted of women who work for VISA, ranging from the Head of 

Change Management to Cyber Engineers to the Development Lead in Identity Access Management. 

They covered a variety of topics such as what their jobs involve and how to get involved in tech ca-

reers through apprenticeships and university courses. The workshop started with Visa introducing themselves 

as a multinational financial service corporation. They emphasised the variety of different job opportunities 

that could be obtained from such a business, outside of the financial sector. 

Technological developments are enabling us to shape and improve our world which will increase the need for 

technology workers in the future. This led to a talk on the real-world perspective of jobs in the technology sec-

tor from women who are employed by Visa. We were shown a couple of videos explaining how some of these 

women got to their current position. One of the presenters stated that she tried a variety of jobs before finding 

the one she felt most passionate about. After education, she worked in retail and other sectors before being 

employed by Visa to code firewalls for cyber security. The main message of this talk was to have a passion for 

your work and not only focus on the skill needed or money gained from the job. In preparation for a career in 

technology, we were advised to focus, work smart and most importantly acquire a range of skills, not specific 

to one role we aspire to have. This would give us 

the opportunity to test other professions and ‘fish’ 

for what we are both interested in and good at. In 

addition to this, many jobs in technology require 

more than one skill. For example, Maths is closely 

related to technology, so it is a good idea to study 

other subjects as well. 

The panel explained the focus of women in tech-

nology at Visa and the importance of supporting 

STEM outreach in schools. Alongside others, they 

felt that it was important to encourage young females to work towards a career in the tech industry.    

Akorfa H, Year 10 

In Marylebone lower school, women in tech 

are celebrated in the ICT hallway. This poster 

were created by Eva B, Year 7, to celebrate 

Anne Easley  famous pioneering women who 

succeeded in STEM topics. 

TECHNOLOGY 

VISA: WOMEN IN TECH 

Eva B, Year 7 

CELEBRATING  

PIONEERS 



I 
n our new normal of social distancing, quarantine and self isolation, it is no secret that Covid-19 has 

brought with itself another pandemic: one of anxiety and deteriorating wellbeing, especially amongst stu-

dents. However, the student leadership team has been resilient, organising various initiatives to help im-

prove mental health and boost morale. As the deputy for wellbeing, the experience has been satisfying 

and incredibly emotionally fulfilling for me because it is a reminder of the unfaltering Marylebone spirit.  

   Before going forward with any potential ideas to improve mental health in school, I sent out a survey to all 

students in September asking about their mental health and what they wanted from the school. That way 

students could take their wellbeing into their own hands, and our team would simply facilitate their needs. 

Students expressed many suggestions for maintaining a healthy mind from tips on managing mental health 

and screen time to reading more good news. Notably in the survey, school closure and exam cancellations hit 

Year 11 students the hardest. They needed support and understanding most of all.  

   As a result, our team first utilised NewsTues to publish information like positive stories or advice from stu-

dents-. This was simple yet effective in uplifting students and increasing motivation, especially since our own 

Marylebone students are the writers of these articles! 

   The wellbeing team also formed a mentoring programme, where sixth formers would mentor pupils in lower 

school, with a particular focus on KS4. We chose to do this because having someone who knows and under-

stands a situation, because they were in a similar one not long ago, establishes more personal, helpful con-

nections. There has been  a sense of fulfilment and hope in the hearts of the mentors facilitating these ses-

sions.  

   The last initiative we came up with were the virtual afterschool clubs run by the Student Leadership team. 

These clubs ran every single day  during lockdown and provided a chance for students to engage and interact 

with one another in an informal setting, also allowing year groups to mix. The  level of support and engage-

ment across every single year group has been moving. Seeing the semi-chaos of 50 students simultaneously 

baking chocolate chip cookies, or the passionate opinions during debating society, or the excitement from 

origami creations has been lovely to watch. The enthusiasm and the heart-warming gratitude expressed by 

the students afterwards makes all our efforts entirely worth it. 

   The truth about the Marylebone community spirit is that it can never be crushed, even in the darkest or 

most unprecedented of times. Being a Marylebone student and having such love for our school community 

truly becomes a part of you. Whether you feel unmotivated, angry or overwhelmed, a single conversation with 

teachers or friends, or interacting with someone new in a virtual club makes more of a difference than you 

know. Amidst feelings of anger and loss we have found fresh feelings of love and support for a community 

which has kept us afloat, albeit through a screen.  

With reopening of school being a beacon of hope and a step towards some semblance of normality, just re-

member that we have come so far, and we will get through this.  Michelle E, Year 12 

Student Leadership Team  

THE NEW NORMAL 

https://stmaryleboneart.com/2021/04/21/worldcreativityandinnovationday/


POETRY 

POETRY CORNER 

P 
oetry is a brilliant and creative way of spreading your message, be it frustration with society and poli-

tics, or the wonder and happiness you felt with a recent encounter with a loved one. Here at Maryle-

bone, there are many opportunities to write some poetry to express your feelings.  

One of them is Poetry Club. According to club member Sofia from 10H, it is very “engaging” as you 

can listen to “everyone’s voices” and ideas about the featured poem. Sofia’s favourite poem so far has been T 

S Eliot’s ‘Rhapsody on a Winter Night’, where she enjoyed his “sophisticated language.” Another key feature of 

Poetry Club meetings is the chance to share any poems you’ve written yourself. This is a great way of listening 

to the opinions of Marylebone students, and receiving feedback on your own poetry. 

Yuma T, Sofia B, Year 10  

 

THE ORWELL PRIZE 
In Year 10, as part of our Unseen Poetry unit, we had to write a poem about any topic that interested us. We 

were encouraged to submit our poem to the George Orwell Writing 

Prize, and one of the many excellent poems written by the Year 10 

students is the following poem about race, an especially poignant 

Extract from ‘Guilty /Not Guilty’ 

 

I am Guilty of being a female  

I am Guilty of being of mixed 

I am Guilty of being lower class  

Am I Guilty for breathing? 

 

Fathers Mothers, Dads Mums, Brothers Sisters, Uncles Aunties  

 

All the same 

The Steel bars only get wider 

The time doubles and the death sentence gets harsher, 

 

If we were to give plastic spoons 

We could upgrade them to a wooden to steel to silvers, 

… 

Liberté, Égalité, Fraternité. 

Not Guilty. 

 

 Anon , Year 10 

Romilly N, Y8  
Romilly N, Y8  

Raging Fires 

 

 Burnt forestry, trees and lungs  

The planet taking its last breath 

Cubs separated from their mothers  

The ice melting  

Into the deep pool of the ocean  

Filled with our human sorrow  

The cold dying  

Humans lying  

 

But only to themselves  

We don't have a second to blink You 

don't need that new top, trinket, toy That 

plastic bottle or box  

So before you buy, think  

Because we cannot let our ships  

Sink 

 

Laura O, Year 10 

 
 

 

Emilie R, Year  11 Anousha P, Year 11 



POETRY 

LOCKDOWN ANTHOLOGY: A FEW 

LINES FROM LOCKDOWN 

T 
he first lockdown was a strange and intense period for all of us. In our remote English studies, we 

found ourselves taking solace in poetry. First, many year groups enjoyed studying poems and then we 

started to create our own. We decided to produce an anthology of poems and put a callout to staff 

and students for submissions. The result was an anthology of poems that explore  nature, identity , 

justice, family and many other themes that  arose from this period of stillness.  Below are two of our top sub-

missions from staff and students.  

Garden Weeds 

 

Stealthy invaders with old-time names. 

They root, they spread and each day 

I dread 

Their relentless, rooted resilience. 
 

Tug. 

Wrench. 

Dig. 

Burn! 
 

The garden terrorists claiming their land 

With seeds and spores and roots that spread  

And creep and crawl with evil intent 

To strangle and throttle and choke. 
 

Tug. 

And wrench. 

And dig. 

And burn! 
 

But –  

Outside, on the quiet street, 

On the empty platform, 

On the silent path, 

You might see  

A tiny plant pushing through 

A tiny crack 

Adding  

A tiny splash of colour  

To the city’s concrete grime. 

A reminder of a distant time. 
 

Strong survivors with old-time names 

Entering a new world. 

 

Ms Sanders 

Hua T, Year 11 

The Library 

 

The place that enriches minds 

Filling them with knowledge  

Power.  

 

Within crisp, thin layers  

Reveals words with meaning 

Words with impact.  

Words that call out to you 

Like a silent whisper  

 

Each book with their own story tell  

An identity.  

Like a fingerprint 

Unique.  

Different.  

 

A silent hum.  

 

Spines facing out 

Delicate and strong 

Wooden frames filled with unspoken treas-

ures 

All those books - another world  

Waiting 

Just waiting. 

Still.  

 

Rebecca L, Year 10 



 

MORALE = 1 : PANDEMIC = 0 

 

U 
ndeniably, the struggles of online 

school have been particularly pro-

nounced for art, leaving many aspiring 

artists without the encouraging atmos-

phere of their classmates simultaneously paint-

ing, sketching, and sculpting, or even the chat-

ter itself. However, despite these struggles, the 

artists of St Marylebone have continued to en-

hance their creativity, skill and determination 

through the inspiring influence of the Art De-

partment Blog,. The blog enabled all students 

to create and experience a walk-through art 

gallery, something we have dearly missed dur-

ing the pandemic. There has also been an 

abundance of incredible work uploaded on the 

GCSE and A-Level student’s virtual sketchbooks 

in the form of Google Slides, allowing us to con-

tinue as normal, annotate the work created, and clear the spectators an easy path to follow. In Year 12, it is 

clear that excitement has not halted with the introduction of the sensational new art magazine: ‘Anchoress’ 

2021, followed by a second edition. This thrilling project has stimulated students into becoming mini jour-

nalists, having an individual page to parade their work in the form of paintings, poems and political articles. 

This academic year, Year 10 have also launched into a fantastic sculpture journey, whilst Year 8 have creat-

ed priceless pen and ink drawings. So in this school, witness how students have valiantly triumphed over 

the technical difficulties, the absence of fellow students, and the gloom of never-ending isolation by creat-

ing their own at-home art studios, and maintaining morale. 

Annalise S, Year 12 

Izzy A, Year 12 Julia H, Year 12 

ART 



A 
-level Maths has definitely been a challenge, and in my experience a definite step-up from GCSE. 

The content we’ve learnt so far has been insightful, inspiring and thought provoking. We’ve en-

countered new challenging concepts, and when faced head on with a problem, we have been able 

to work around it. We have an enriching curriculum consisting of pure maths, algebra, trigonome-

try, applied maths, mechanics and statistics. The Maths department also offered us a chance to enrich our 

studies and watch a livestream of maths being explained and applied to real life, from  the perfect angle to 

score a goal in football to the aerodynamics of a plane to the various concepts of gravity! This was captivat-

ing and helped us all enhance our studies outside of the classroom.  

As well as this, I have been widening my studies by reading a book that my Maths teacher lent to me called 

‘Alex Bellos’ Adventures in Numberland’. This book discussed how different cultures around the world per-

ceived and used Maths in their day to day lives and numerous different number systems and comparing 

them for example base 10 against base 12. This book made me look at Maths in a different way, this 

changed perspective has helped me think about problem solving in a different way. This book is written in a 

way that you do not need to have masses of Maths knowledge to be able to read it as everything is ex-

plained thoroughly and is easy to understand. Furthermore, to extend my understanding of Maths and 

problem solving I have been taking part in problem solving courses run by ‘Integral’. Each week we recap 

some knowledge that we have covered in our lessons, and applied it to questions that we have never seen 

before and will most likely encounter in university exams.  This course has better enhanced my comprehen-

sion of looking at problems and puzzles in a different way and developed my logical and analytical skills. 

Overall, Maths has always been and will continue being one of my favourite subjects, and doing A-level 

Maths at Marylebone has only strengthened my passion for it. 

Raisa R, Year 12 

 

UKMT CHALLENGES  

The Intermediate Math Challenge is a nationwide competition 

entered by Year 9, 10 and 11 students who need to solve 25 

multiple choice Maths problems in an hour. The paper gradu-

ally gets harder and harder as you progress, and more points 

are awarded to the last ten challenges, but unfortunately 

points are deducted for incorrect answers - so you need to be 

sure of your answers and never guess ! Although the test can 

be a little intimidating, eventually with enough practice it be-

comes smoother. As a Year 9 student I found it difficult at 

first to answer even the easiest questions, but after several 

attempts at various practice papers, and a few hours of revi-

sion, I picked up different tricks and tips to improve and an-

swer questions faster. 

   Finally, on February 1st, we took the IMC and although this 

year it was completed online (rather than in a room filled with 

other contestants as in previous years) this did not faze me. 

Although I have absolutely no idea how I did yet, I enjoyed the 

experience tremendously and I can still remember the adren-

aline rush throughout the test. At the time of writing we have-

n’t received the results - but I hope everyone from St Maryle-

bone who took part has got great scores. Fingers crossed! 

 Helena F, Year 9 

 

MATHS 

ADVENTURES IN NUMBERLAND 

Anousha P, Y11 



 

 

CHAPEL IN COVID TIMES 

F 
ather Jack is the priest for St Marylebone Parish Church. It has been a very busy year for the Church 

and all those involved - I asked him what his thoughts are on worship and the church life in a COVID-

19 era:  

‘This year has been strange for everyone - including the Church. At points Church buildings were 

closed and St Marylebone Parish Church YouTube Channel was born! For months and months now St Maryle-

bone has been open for people to pray in every day, and for public wor-

ship together, as well as broadcasting on YouTube for those staying at 

home. There are so many amazing stories of people who come to 

church in prayer before hospital appointments (there are loads of hos-

pitals and clinics around Marylebone) or who, on the way to work, stop 

to connect with God in prayer in church. The church holds stories of 

joy, despair and all the 'everyday' stuff in between. Lots of people went 

abroad for lockdown. St Marylebone congregation has homes all over 

the Middle East, Africa, USA, Australia, East Asia. It's been such a joy to 

worship 'together' as they join us for Zoom faith discussion and Sunday 

and midweek Eucharist via YouTube. 

   We have also begun to save the church building. The roof, staircase 

and lift (that serves our GP Surgery and Counselling Centre in the Crypt 

(basement)) are now condemned and the building is at risk. We've 

worked really hard raising money.  You'll now see scaffolding and build-

ers everywhere! The work of St Marylebone's Counselling and Therapy 

Centre has exploded! It's all gone online, so we can now serve people 

all over the country, and the need is growing all the time. It is a        

privilege to serve people in this way. We have also worked really hard 

raising money to serve our community in immediate and practical 

ways. Over Christmas and into 2021 we spent £10,000 supporting our 

community with food packages, Christmas presents, meals for NHS workers during their shifts, support for 

local food distribution points and so on.  

   St Marylebone is committed to every single person being 

beloved by God - in prayer, worship, sharing, education, 

healing, counselling, sanctuary and beauty things may 

have changed because of COVID but they're still going 

strong! Thanks be to God!’  

 

   Chapel team is a group of students who help with ser-

vices, assemblies and partake in visits to external churches (the most notable being the yearly trip to St 

Paul’s cathedral to attend a beautiful service), founded by a Marylebone student. Before Covid-19, the chapel 

team met every Monday to discuss upcoming events and plan ways to involve the wider school community. 

Pre-lockdown, they organised a film club called ‘Bright Lights’ where students interested in learning about 

religion and faith attended this club to watch a film with strong religious themes followed by a discussion ex-

ploring how faith is portrayed. The club was a large success (partly due to the snacks and drinks provided!) 

and hopefully it can be started again once the air has cleared a little more.  

 

   In a virtual world, chapel team meetings have taken place over zoom with games and fun activities to bring 

the group together again. In a recent team meeting, the students (pupils from Year 7 to 6th Form who lead 

the School’s worship) talked openly, wisely and maturely about the ups and downs of their faith in the last 

year. Father Jack provided his own reflection on the ideas put forward: ‘We talked about malaise in keeping 

going with online churches, and those who had come to a stronger commitment to Sunday Church. 

Chapelettes also shared their deepening experience of prayer and relationship with God throughout this time, 

as well as others who found their Spiritual lives had 'cooled'. It was a privilege and pleasure to be a part of 

such a humane and honest sharing. 

Joni P, Year 12  

CHAPEL  

The church holds stories of 

joy, despair and all the 

'everyday' stuff in between.  

Alice A, Year  11 



A 
t Marylebone, students have the ‘opportunity to excel’ in 

many different ways. Year 9 students are requested to 

complete a folder demonstrating their achievements and 

an independent project, showing elements of the Maryle-

bone five: Curious, Responsive, Compassionate, Imaginative and 

Courageous. The students were asked to gather evidence to put 

into their folders, which demonstrated the qualities of the Maryle-

bone five as well. This, as a result,  allows the students to be more 

independent, self-reflective and develop other life skills and quali-

ties. Across the year students have displayed the Marylebone 5 

qualities both inside and outside of school, such as joining extra-

curricular clubs and helping good causes through charity. The Year 

9 award has allowed many students are able to discover new hob-

bies and interests. In addition, pupils can be more self-aware of 

their strengths and weaknesses, due to the self-reflective nature 

of this project, aiding them through the transition from Key Stage 

3 to Key Stage 4.  

 

   The Independent Project, in which students were given the year 

to complete a project of their choice through any medium. These 

projects were assessed against the following criteria: Efforts, Content, Presentation, Originality and Aspiration. 

Due to unpredictable and unprecedented circumstances, many Year 9 students had to adapt their projects 

thus showing more dedication and commitment to the award. With the project, students were able to express 

their own interests and learn new things widening their knowledge. Overall, the Year 9 Award is a valuable 

enrichment opportunity at St Marylebone, as a part of helping students to develop independent learning 

skills, social conscience, creativity and self-confidence. 

Rebecca L, Year 10 

   For my Year 9 project, I am making and selling cute and colourful flower jewellery on 

Depop. I decided to do this because I have always wanted to try making jewellery and 

making money out of it is always a plus. Also, nowadays I believe that a lot of things 

we see are very overpriced and are probably just bought off of a cheap website so, by 

making my own jewellery, I can ensure my products are up to good standards while 

being sustainably made.  

Sophia S, Year 9 

 

   For my independent project, I have decided to create a short film. I chose to do this because I plan on being 

an actress and projects like this could be beneficial to learn and grow from. For example, learning how to   

handle different types of cameras, researching more into movie making and the entire experience in general. I 

have already created a soundtrack and script - although I am yet to film because of the COVID restrictions. 

Zara D, Year 9 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 9 AWARD  

Phoebe F, Year 9]              

Rosy R, Year 9 

YEAR 9 TIME TO SHINE 

Elektra G, Year 9 



THE SHOW MUST GO ON 

A 
s part of the business enrichment curricu-

lum, St Marylebone usually has guest 

speakers to come into lessons. Despite the 

challenging uncertainty of the first lockdown, we 

were lucky enough to have three guest entrepre-

neurs share their experiences of how they have 

adapted to the 

coronavirus  

pandemic in 

their industries. 

Out of the three 

organisations, 

one particularly 

caught my atten-

tion; ‘Better 

dairy,’ a compa-

ny who earn 

from the production of dairy products following a 

similar process to brewing beer. Founders, Jevan 

Nagarajah and Christopher Reynolds are the peo-

ple behind the idea. They use synthetic biology 

and yeast fermentation, tackling the huge unsus-

tainable dairy industry by reducing the amount of 

greenhouse gas emissions. With the help of sci-

ence, the business partners have headed to the 

lab and have already seen success with their first 

yields.  

Maisha K, Year 10 

 

EXTERNAL SPEAKERS 

‘BETTER DAIRY:  

ENTREPRENEURS Y 
ear 13 physics class had the wonderful oppor-

tunity of attending a virtual talk led by Dr. Mick 

Storr who is an experimental particle physicist 

at CERN. Due to the pandemic, online talks are 

key in helping students to enrich their scientific under-

standing outside of the classroom. 

 

The talk was centred around CERN, the European Or-

ganisation for Nuclear Research, in Geneva, Switzer-

land. CERN is the largest particle physics laboratory in 

the world and by using detectors like ALICE, ATLAS, and 

the CMS to map particle collisions within the Large 

Hadron Collider (LHC), CERN aims to answer the age-

old questions; where do we come from? what we are 

made of? and where we are going in the future? The 

LHC is the world’s largest high-energy particle accelera-

tor, which collides protons together by accelerating 

them around its 27km ring to almost the speed of light. 

In tandem with these detectors, akin to cameras, data 

can be extrapolated from these events which can prove 

the existence of theorised particles such as the Higgs 

Boson, pentaquarks or other elements of the standard 

model.  

 

We took a virtual tour of CERN through time and space, 

from its establishment in 1954 to its hopes for the fu-

ture and round its underground accelerator. Dr. Storr 

conducted an interactive and insightful presentation, 

allowing for intriguing conversations. For example, dis-

cussions around the future of particle accelerators and 

how the ATLAS facility and its experimental data is be-

ing used to prove the existence and discover the prop-

erties of antimatter. We were asked questions through-

out the presentation which pushed us to think beyond 

the scope of our A-Level spec and to consider the deep-

er interplay of basic principles of physics. 

 

 

Talks such as these are always enriching and compel-

ling and we hope to have more in the future, but until 

then, keep calm and baryon. 

Lily B, Year 13 and Emily M, Year 13 

DR STORR:CERN 

CERN aims to answer the age-

old questions; where do we 

come from? what we are made 

of?  

Three guest entrepreneurs 

share their experiences of 

how they have adapted to the 

coronavirus  pandemic 



 

DIY MAGAZINE 

N 
ot put off by the pandemic, some 

sixth-formers worked with the or-

ganisation ’Speakers for Schools’ 

to  the organise virtual work experi-

ence. Raisa R and Melissa W (Year 12) reflect 

on their experiences of the virtual workforce. 

 
LIFE AT THE (HOME) OFFICE  

   For my next project, I  worked with 'DIY Maga-

zine', a free music magazine, which focuses solely 

on new and up and coming bands and singers. 

Throughout the week we had various tasks related 

to journalism, such as creating a 10-page spread, 

writing drafts, and creating a games page. We also 

had the opportunity of interviewing a band called 

'King Nun' who had been featured in 'DIY Maga-

zine' before. We had to write our own questions 

and ensure that band members were comfortable 

and engaged throughout the interview. The tech-

nology was surprisingly seamless! 

Raisa R Year 12 

CAMDEN COUNCIL 
   For my first work experience assignment,  I 

worked with Camden Council. The project given to 

our group was to be able to attract more people to 

live in Camden, so we came up with ideas such as 

advertising and opportunities to entice people to 

move to Camden. We looked at competitor bor-

oughs to get a sense of the kind of campaigns that 

existed already, offering ideas to Camden based 

on our research. Camden have  been able to use 

our ideas for the project going forward so we ex-

pect to see an influx of newcomers very soon! 

BANK OF ENGLAND 
   I've learnt that Media is important even in the 

world of Finance. During my work experience at the 

Bank of England, I notified my superiors that I was 

interested in the media aspect within the bank, they 

kindly took this into consideration and to suit my 

desires, arranged meetings with the Heads of Brand 

Design, Educational Marketing and Journalism. Not 

only was it inspiring hearing from professionals, but 

also a great hands-on experience, as I was given a 

presentation that I had to work on throughout the 

duration of a week on 'Microfinance in Africa'. I was 

able to further my skills with original in-depth re-

search and infographics.  

   I engaged in a five-day online work experience at 

Hill& Knowlton Strategies, a public relations agency. 

At my time there we delved into the sectors of work 

they provide, learnt how they deal with creative cam-

paigns and participated in a brainstorming exercise 

for the Sports team.  

Learning from the Sports Marketing, Media Rela-

tions and Studio teams, I was able to see the inner 

workings of a PR agency with a massive portfolio of 

high profile clients, understanding the process of 

brief to delivery. It aided me in acknowledging the 

vast specialisms within the PR world. Before I'd only 

known of marketing, advertising and relations but 

instead there are large differences between the mar-

keting strategies used within each respective niche.  

I thoroughly enjoyed both of these experiences and 

hope to return in non-Covid times.  

 

THE PR WORLD 

VIRTUAL WORK EXPERIENCE 

Melissa W, Year 12 

Frankie B, Year 12 



PLAYING HAMLET 
 

A 
s the Easter holidays were beginning, Miss Dodd had arranged a virtual 

meeting with the actor Paapa Essiedu, who had just appeared in Michaela 

Cole’s now iconic series ‘I May Destroy You’. A-Level English students had the 

chance to ask him about his approach to playing Hamlet, and the inevitable 

challenges that come with the portrayal of a character whose behaviour is so nu-

anced and yet extreme. 

 

Essiedu had starred as the titular character in a 2016 production from the RSC, and 

with charisma and warmth, he discussed the character and what makes Hamlet so 

remarkable. ‘No one is ever just one thing,’ Essiedu said after being asked about Hamlet’s sense of humour, 

saying further that, ‘Ophelia recalls him being an incredible, attractive, fun-loving guy! (…) I wanted to give 

Hamlet the opportunity of being more than a dour, intellectual, a bit of a annoying young man, he is also those 

things too though.’  I found what Essiedu said enlightening, as it taught me that, although Hamlet is fictional, 

it feels like Shakespeare has created an authentically human character: like all of us, his emotions, actions 

and motivations waver and flicker with contradictory moods and can never be rooted back to ‘black and white’ 

reasoning and logic.  

 

Essiedu discussed how this deep complexity of character means there is a great sense ‘ambiguity’ and the 

‘unanswerable’ within the heart of Hamlet and his play. When answering another question on why Hamlet is a 

character who has become timeless and placeless, Essiedu elaborated further that the play and the charac-

ter’s ambiguity is exactly what made ‘Hamlet’ a timeless, ‘robust and universal’ story; it can never be reduced 

to a singular vision or interpretation, but always remains a mysterious, spacious and profound story that is 

able to explore abstract topics such as existence, grief, death, honesty and individuality. 

 

Essiedu speaking with nuance and frankness made his talk funny, enjoyable and fascinating: a perfect lesson 

that was the closest way to understanding what a profoundly human creation Hamlet is. 

Frankie B, Year 12 

I 
n winter 2019, the current Year 13s attended the Rebecca Freck-

nall production of Webster's 'The Duchess of Malfi' at the Almeida 

theatre. This is one of the texts studied for English Literature at A-

Level. Although the current Year 12s have unfortunately not had 

the joy of live theatre for a while now, the whole sixth form participat-

ed in an online discussion with actress Lydia Wilson who played the 

Duchess in this acclaimed production.  

Lydia was able to offer personal insight into how she brought the text to life and the broader directorial 

vision behind the production. Hana B, and Shivali S, Year 13, did a fantastic job chairing the discussion. 

Lydia was very impressed by our students' thoughtful questions and their level of engagement with the 

production.  

VISITING  ACTORS 

PLAYING THE DUCHESS 



T 
his year has been a year full of challenges, but equally of opportunities and new beginnings for the 

student leadership team and the St Marylebone community. I am proud to say as head girl of St 

Marylebone year 2020-2021, my team and I have managed to accomplish a lot. We initially started 

off the year with socially distanced Year 13 weekly student leadership team (StLT) meetings, where 

we brainstorm ideas on how to improve the school concerning wellbeing, diversity and the environment. 

Our final decisions and ideas are then shared with the school council so we can get their opinion and so 

can then share these ideas with their forms so that students are aware of what the StLT and school council 

are working on.  

 

   The school council has been very successful this year. The meetings run fortnightly on google meets. We 

have tried our best to replicate what school council meetings were like pre-Covid by having breakout rooms 

for discussions and sending out google forms to form and vice captains when making decisions and finalis-

ing ideas to be implemented into the school.  

 

   The greatest accomplishment the StLT and I have reached during remote learning was establishing a 

schedule of extracurricular enrichment activities and clubs for all year groups. The extracurricular activities 

are run and organised by members of the StLT that run on google meets. The clubs running are arts and 

crafts, baking and cooking, gardening and book club. With a focus on wellbeing during remote learning, we 

wanted to get the clubs running as soon as possible.  

 

   These clubs are a good way for students to disconnect from school work, start a new hobby and interact 

with other year groups. So far, we have received positive feedback from students and teachers about 

them. Despite the challenges of remote learning, we used this as an opportunity for year groups to inte-

grate with each other and boost the St Marylebone community spirit, as this would not have been possible 

if we were back in school due to covid restrictions. We have also launched a St Marylebone student chan-

nel for audio and visual materials. We share podcasts, videos and other resources for students on this 

channel, where older years can share tips on revision, school life and other tips with younger year groups. 

This is also a platform to share movie and song recommendations and other resources that help student 

wellbeing. 

 

Mariam A, Year  13: Head Girl 

 

With more space in the school and restrictions easing, year 

7 are finally able to enjoy working in a science lab this sum-

mer. From the photos below, it looks  like they’ve lost no time at all getting used to life in the labs.  

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADGIRL 

Thanks 
Thanks to our year 12 and 

our year 10 teams for all 

of their hard work on put-

ting the messenger maga-

zine together this year. 

Year 12: Theodora B , Dil-

lichi D, Annalise S, Joni P, 

Raisa R, Belin M. Year 10: 

Salma A, Rebecca L, 

Grace L, Yuma T, Eliza M, 

Sofia B, Esther M.   

BACK IN THE LAB 



Front cover: Milly F, Year 13 

Bonniemaria  R, Year 11  


